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1 3.  i The  Beliefs,  Doctrines  and  Blameworthy 
Innovations  of  the  Kharijites 

Islam  is  a religion  of  balance  and  moderation.  God  Almighty 
mentions  about  the  Muslim  Umma : 

<U! 

‘And  likewise  We  have  made  you  a moderate  nation' A 

Some  people  have  rendered  the  phrase  ‘ ummatan  wasatan ' as  the 
middle,  medium  or  impartial  nation,  but  in  reality,  it  signifies 
moderation,  balance  and  equilibrium.  This  moderation  is  in  both 
doctrine  and  behaviour.  That  is  the  chief  attribute  of  Islam.  Those 
who  eschew  moderation  have  drifted  away  from  the  true  spirit  of 
Islam.  Throughout  the  ages  there  emerged  amongst  the  Muslims 
various  groups  that  have  embraced  extremism,  and  were  shunned 
as  a consequence  even  though  they  manifested  Islam,  performed 
acts  of  religious  devotion  and  adopted  the  outward  trappings  of 
Islam.  At  the  forefront  of  these  extremist  groups  are  the  Kharijites. 

The  Kharijites  first  appeared  in  the  days  of  the  Prophet  and 
their  ideas  gained  momentum  during  the  caliphate  of  cUthman 
JG  until  it  emerged  as  a full-fledged  and  organized  group  during 
the  caliphate  of  our  master  cAll  JG  God  Most  High  alluded  to 
the  Kharijites  in  the  Qur’an  and  there  are  many  prophetic  hadith 
reports  that  explain  their  signs,  beliefs,  doctrines  and  practices. 

In  general,  the  Kharijites  committed  acts  of  terrorism  and 
carried  out  atrocities  in  the  name  of  Islam.  Due  to  their  extreme 
and  specious  religious  arguments,  they  would  declare  it  permissible 
to  shed  the  blood  of  Muslims.  In  this  chapter  we  shall  examine  the 
relationship  between  the  beliefs  and  actions  of  the  Kharijites  of 
old  and  the  terrorists  of  today. 


1 Qur’an  2:143. 
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13.2  The  Definition  of  a Kharijite 

Before  examining  the  signs,  beliefs  and  doctrines  of  the  Kharijites, 
let  us  cite  some  of  the  definitions  that  the  classical  scholars  have 
given  for  them.  Imam  Muhammad  b.  cAbd  al-Karlm  al-Shahrastanl 
said  in  his  famous  book  of  heresiology,  al-Milal  wa  al-nihal: 

<uif'  ap JjAJl  ly*  5^" 

0l£”  Jl  “UiSb  ^s-  ^ 5lS" 

.OUj  jjji" ^ 

Anyone  who  revolts  against  the  Muslim  government  that 
enjoys  the  support  of  the  community  [jamdca\  is  called 
a Kharijite — whether  this  revolt  was  against  the  Rightly 
Guided  Caliphs  during  the  time  of  the  Companions 
or  against  those  after  them  who  followed  them  with 
excellence  [the  second  generation,  al-Tabhln],  or  the 
Muslim  rulers  of  every  subsequent  era.1 

Imam  al-Nawawi  said: 

cjliil  ^ ij~S'  'Jki  j#  51  JjjJmj  j*  u>L/>  ^jljAJi 

oUiAJ'  ,t  <HjSM  ^ *_S5.L!  jjJtlajj 

The  Kharijites  are  a group  of  blameworthy  innovators 
who  believe  that  a person  who  commits  a grave  sin  falls 
into  disbelief  and  will  eternally  reside  in  Hell.  For  this 
reason,  they  defame  the  rulers  and  do  not  participate  in  the 
congregational  prayers  or  the  Friday  prayers  with  them.1 


Ibn  Taymiyya  stated: 

Jjj  t ' s 0 


Jjd  \jj\5 

. jiri  id  uij 


1 Al-Shahrastam,  al-Milal  wa  al-nihal,  p.  114. 

1 Yahya  al-Nawawi,  Rawdat  al-talibin,  10:51. 
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Since  they  were  armed  and  inclined  to  fight,  their 
opposition  to  the  community  [jamaca\  manifested  when 
they  started  killing  the  people.  However,  as  for  today, 
most  people  [due  to  their  religious  garb  and  appearance] 
do  not  know  of  them.  . . . [A]nd  their  ‘passing  through 
the  religion’  is  their  leaving  it  because  of  their  having 
declared  lawful  the  blood  and  wealth  of  the  Muslims.1 


Elsewhere  he  stated: 

JJ  I jAJl  tSljAj 

^ 3 * ■ J£aJl  jS)  Jl 

o.c?-j  °jfi  QSj  c-ali  ObUJ  j&  Ujt  tcJlt 

•^s*3  j!  ^ 

And  these  Kharijites  are  not  only  the  armed  group  that 
was  known  in  history  [during  the  caliphate  of  c All] ; 
rather,  they  are  the  ones  who  will  appear  time  and  time 
again  until  the  time  of  the  Anti-Christ  [al-Dajjal].2'  The 
Prophet’s  particular  mention  of  the  group  that  appeared 
during  the  time  of  cAll  b.  Abl  Talib  was  due  to  the 
many  traits  found  in  them.  Anyone  in  whom  these  traits 
are  found  is  counted  amongst  them,  for  the  particular 
mention  of  them  [by  the  Prophet  0]  was  not  because  the 
ruling  applied  to  them  alone,  but  rather  it  was  because 
those  who  were  addressed  during  the  Prophet’s  time  |t 
needed  to  fix  their  identity  in  the  times  to  come.3 


Ibn  Hajar  states, 


1 Ibn  Taymiyya,  al-Nubuwwat,  p.  222. 

2 Ibn  Taymiyya,  Majmu  a al-fatawa,  28:495-496. 

3 Ibid.,  28:476-477. 
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‘The  word  “Kharijites”  is  the  plural  of  kharija  [“he  who 
went  out”],  which  means  a faction.  They  are  a group  of 
blameworthy  innovators,  and  are  called  rebels  because  of 
their  leaving  the  religion  and  rebelling  against  the  best  of 
the  Muslims’.1 2 


Imam  Badr  al-Din  al-cAym  commented: 

'j k’j’’ 


‘They  are  a faction  that  has  left  the  religion,  and  they  are 
a group  of  blameworthy  innovators.  They  are  called  that 
because  they  rebelled  against  the  best  of  the  Muslims’.2, 


Ibn  Nujaym  al-Hanafi  stated, 
jl  jiS"  JJpU  4jl  Pjjj  JjjIsj  4s-  4^3  ^ fji 

„ -fi  0 i % 


The  Kharijites  are  a folk  possessing  strength  and  zealotry, 
who  revolt  against  the  government  due  to  a self-styled 
interpretation.  They  believe  that  government  is  upon 
falsehood,  disbelief  or  disobedience  that  necessitates  it 
being  fought  against,  and  they  declare  lawful  the  blood 
and  wealth  of  the  Muslims.3 


This  is  a basic  outline  and  definition  of  the  Kharijites.  Let  us 
now  review  the  Qur’anic  exegeses,  hadith  commentaries  and  other 
sources  to  know  the  meanings  of  the  Qur’anic  verses  and  prophetic 
hadith  that  condemn  the  atrocities  and  terrorism  committed  by 
the  Kharijites  against  Muslims  and  non-Muslims. 


1 Ibn  Hajar  al-cAsqalanI,  Fath  al-Barl,  12:283. 

2 Badr  al-Din  al-cAynI,  cUmdat  al-qarl,  24:84. 

3 Ibn  Nujaym,  al-Babr  al-ra’iq,  2:234. 
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13.3  The  Tribulation  of  the  Kharijites  as  Articulated  in 
the  Qur'an 

The  Qur’an  has  strongly  rejected,  in  numerous  places,  the  heinous 
act  of  murder,  especially  murder  on  a mass  scale  that  spreads 
terror  and  mischief  on  earth.  According  to  the  Qur’an,  those  who 
commit  such  deeds  are  considered  brigands  and  rebels  (which  we 
already  discussed).  A thorough  study  of  the  Qur’an  will  shed  light 
on  the  many  signs  and  blameworthy  innovations  of  the  Kharijites. 
Here  we  present  some  of  these  Qur’anic  verses. 


1 3. 3. 1 The  Kharijites  Possess  Deviation  in  Their  Hearts 

God  says  in  the  Qur’an, 


Jj'-i j»l  cASsAJi  cJj)s-  dU  dilif'  JJjl  tgiJt  3*^ 
idtatj  xle]\  ilia!  <Uo  <uljo  U djkfui  tA 

XS’  <u  \li\i  djijAj  dJt  *ll)  aLjS  '-“J  djjB 

ijSjt  fx  Uj  Q, 


‘He  is  the  One  Who  has  revealed  to  you  the  Book 
comprising  some  firm  and  solid  verses  [i.e.,  literally 
clear  and  precise  in  meaning];  they  are  the  foundation 
of  [ commandments ] of  the  Book.  And  other  verses  are 
figurative  [i.e.,  containing  abstract  and  allusive  meaning]. 
So,  those  who  have  deviation  in  their  hearts  follow 
only  its  figurative  verses  [just]  under  the  urge  to  create 
disruption  and  with  the  motive  to  supply  them  self- 
seeking  interpretation  instead  of  their  true  interpretation. 
But  none  knows  its  true  interpretation  apart  from  God. 
And  those  who  are  perfectly  firm  in  knowledge  say:  ‘We 
believe  in  it.  The  whole  (Book)  has  been  revealed  by  our 
Lord’.  And  direction  and  guidance  is  the  share  of  only 
those  who  possess  wisdom  and  insight’ A 


Interpreting  this  verse,  Imam  Ibn  Abi  Hatim  wrote, 


1 Qur’an  3:7. 
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‘Abu  Umama  reported  that  the  Messenger  of  God  0 said, 
“They  are  the  Kharijites”.’1 


Ibn  Kathir  cited  a hadith  in  which  the  Prophet  0 said, 

0 /f  ' ' ' ' ' & * * ''G 


‘“As  for  those  who  possess  deviation  in  their  hearts,  they  seek 
to  follow  ivhat  is  unclear  thereof ’ are  none  else  but  the 
Kharijites’.2 


Imam  al-Khazin  mentioned  in  his  exegesis  the  various  people  of 
deviation  and  included  the  Kharijites  amongst  them.3  The  hadith 
of  Abu  Umama  cited  by  Abu  Hafs  al-Hanball  in  his  exegesis  is 
revealing  and  deserves  mention.  Abu  Hafs  al-Hanball  wrote: 


31  ^ S3  < y > 't.  ' ' ^ “*  * * 0 0 / / 

i-3  ^3  U \3f  \'j3  lJISj  Jli 

:Jli  yJte  ^1  jpj  . . . ,p&  j*  tSjM  id  j*J  dl  :Jl3  ifgfr 

' '.4  ' f.  ' i 's-  * * o* 

gj'i  'ij  jAj  tiUUl  £0  ^5^' 

C-£o  tjll!'  >L>iS  tjllll  *L>iS  o'AS"  :<UUt  jjt  Juii  tjj»Xo 


U ic-iis  p . \S*Ai  IgJjib  — 4j Uij  ji?  tsUMl 

(IjUS* Jjd  ^ ijjlS* ^<UlA  U ' \j 
M1?'  djii  :C-Ls  : JtS  *100  0 t<Uul  til  \j  : cTai  .<u« 


0 <uiw  Jj  lit  t’ic£j^d  Oil  :jUi  <uit  ly 

ic~i  ij  ij  tgjl  i^jiu  ij  ‘•Jyy  % Xy  Jj-b 

LgJii  — \iX.ia$  'ilj  :Jli  ^ jdsjj 


Al-Hasan  said,  ‘They  [who  have  deviation  in  their  hearts] 
are  the  Kharijites’.  And  when  Qatada  recited  this  verse, 


1 Ibn  Abl  Hatim  al-RazI,  TafsJr  al-Qufan  al-A^im,  2:594. 

2 Ibn  Kathir,  Taf sir  al-Qufan  al-cAzTm,  1:347. 

3 Al-Khazin,  Lubab  al-ta’wil , 1:217. 
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‘So  as  for  those  who  possess  deviation  in  their  hearts 
. . he  would  say,  ‘If  they  are  not  the  Haruriyya  [i.e., 
Kharijites]  then  I do  not  know  who  they  are.  . . It  is 
reported  from  Abu  Ghalib  who  said,  ‘I  was  once  walking 
with  Abu  Umama  as  he  rode  a donkey.  When  he  finally 
reached  the  door  of  the  Mosque  of  Damascus  he  said 
thrice,  “They  are  the  dogs  of  Hellfire.  They  are  the  most 
evil  of  those  slain  under  the  heavens.  Glad  tidings  to  the 
one  who  kills  them  and  the  one  who  is  killed  by  them”, 
then  he  wept.  I said,  “O  Abu  Umama,  what  causes  you  to 
cry?”  He  replied,  “Out  of  pity  for  them.  They  were  from 
the  people  of  Islam  [and  became  disbelievers]  and  left  its 
fold”.  I asked,  “O  Abu  Umama!  Are  these  [the  Kharijites] 
the  ones  you  are  referring  to?”  He  replied,  “Yes”.  I then 
asked,  “Is  this  something  you  say  from  your  own  opinion, 
or  is  it  something  you  heard  from  the  Messenger  of  God 
H?”  He  replied,  “I  would  be  most  foolhardy  if  I said 
this  from  my  own  opinion;  rather,  I heard  it  from  the 
Messenger  of  God  not  once,  twice,  thrice,  or  four  times, 
five  times,  six  times  or  seven  times,  but  several  times”. 
Then  he  inserted  his  fingers  into  his  ears  and  said  thrice, 

“If  what  I say  is  untrue,  let  both  of  my  ears  go  deaf”.’1 

Imam  al-Suyutl  also  narrated  this  hadith  in  his  exegesis  and 
explained  that  the  Prophet  meant  the  Kharijites.2  Al-Nahas  has 
also  narrated  from  ‘A’isha  % who  reported  that  cAbd  Allah  b. 
‘Abbas  said  that  the  people  of  deviation  mentioned  in  the  verse 
were  the  Kharijites.3 

13.3.2  The  Kharijites  Are  Apostates  Whose  Faces  Will 
Be  Darkened 

God  says  in  the  Qur’an, 


1 Abu  Hafs  al-Hanball,  al-Lubab  ft  ulum  al-Kitab,  3:437. 

2 Jalal  al-Dln  al-Suyutl,  al-Durr  al-manthur,  2:148. 

3 Al-Nahas,  Macani  al-Qur’an  al-Karlm,  1:349. 
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Jju  OJjld  ^ijt  JjUjj)  fljiTJ  j£~J 

Uj  olijiJt  ijSjii 


‘On  /A>e  Day  when  many  faces  will  be  bright  and  many 
others  will  be  dark,  the  ones  with  dark  faces  [will  be 
asked],  “Did  you  reject  faith  after  you  had  believed ? 
So  taste  the  torment  for  the  disbelief  you  had  been 
committing ’V1 * 


Interpreting  this  verse,  Imam  Ibn  Abl  Hatim  narrated  from  Abu 
Umama  that  the  Prophet  0 said,  ‘[In  this  verse]  they  [who  rejected 
faith  after  believing]  are  the  Kharijites’.1  Ibn  Kathlr  also  referred  to 
the  Kharijites  in  his  interpretation  of  this  verse.3  Ibn  Mardawayh 
narrated  the  same  report  via  Abu  Ghalib  and  Abu  Umama.  Imam 
Ahmad  narrated  it  in  his  Musnad,  Imam  al-Tabaranl  in  his  al- 
Mucjam  al-kabir  and  Imam  Ibn  Abl  Hatim  narrated  it  in  his 
exegesis  from  Abu  Ghalib’s  chain  of  transmission.  In  his  exegesis 
of  this  verse,  Imam  al-Suyuti  also  referred  to  the  Kharijites.4 


13.3.3  The  Kharijites  are  People  of  Sedition  and  Ruin 

God  says  in  the  Qur’an, 


d\  Uj  ai  ’j£  1 Uj  j.  t jg.k JT  odi 


‘O  believers!  Do  not  confide  in  those  who  are  not  from 
amongst  you.  They  will  never  miss  [any]  chance  to  cause 
you  mischief.  They  wish  you  severe  torture.  As  for  their 
malice,  that  has  become  evident  from  their  utterances, 
and  [the  hostility]  that  they  have  concealed  in  their  hearts 


1 Qur’an  3:106. 

z Ibn  Abl  Hatim  al-RazI,  Tafslr  al-Qur  an  al-'A^im,  2:594. 

3 Ibn  Kathlr,  Tafslr  al- Qur'an  al-cA%im,  1:347. 

4 Jalal  al-Dln  al-Suyuti,  al-Durr  al-manthur,  2:148. 
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is  [even]  greater.  We  have  made  the  Signs  manifest  to 
you,  if  you  would  use  your  intellect’ d 

Imam  Ibn  Abl  Hatim  said  in  his  exegesis  of  this  verse, 

Aji  Aill  djH)  : ‘UU'  ^1  jjp 

‘Abu  Umama  reported  that  the  Messenger  of  God  0 said, 
“They  are  the  Kharijites”.’2 

Imam  al-Qurtubl  commented  in  his  exegesis  of  this  verse  that  it 
indicates  the  Kharijites,  and  he  mentioned  that  they  will  continually 
cause  strife  and  use  trickery  and  deceit.3 


13.3.4  The  Kharijites  are  at  War  with  God  and  His 
Messenger  and  Must  be  Killed 


God  says  in  the  Qur’an, 

ji  ol  liUJ  ^ OJiuQJ  a! Tbi  aIjI  Ijl>  li 

Isyr  dii/i  j*  'jaIa  j'  j'  'jJ-A! 

^ (UJj  Gin  j 


‘ Indeed , those  who  wage  war  against  God  and  His  Messenger 
and  remain  engaged  in  creating  mischief  in  the  land  [i.e., 
perpetrate  terrorism,  robbery  and  burglary  amongst  the 
Muslims],  their  punishment  is  that  they  should  be  slain, 
or  crucified,  or  their  hands  and  their  feet  on  opposite  sides 
should  be  cut  off,  or  that  they  should  be  exiled  from  the 
land  [either  by  banishment  or  by  imprisonment].  That  is 
for  them  a humiliation  in  this  world,  and  for  them  there  is 
a terrible  torment  in  the  Hereafter’.4 


Ibn  ‘Abbas  \3§t  said  in  his  interpretation  of  this  verse, 


1 Qur’an  3:118. 

2 Ibn  Abl  Hatim  al-RazI,  Tafslr  al-Qufan  al-cA%im,  3:742. 

3 Muhammad  al-Qurtubl,  al-Jamf  li  ahkam  al-Qufan , 4:179. 

4 Qur’an  5:33. 
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' ' s'  * ' > S 'l  S 0 S s 

fulp  Jaij  ijj  Jit  p s-3b-tj  Sii  ^ I JgJi 

iJj  j]a3  £Li  01J  <uUe  jLi  OIJ  <Ui3  £Li  01  t jUsiJlj  <ui 


Whoever  takes  up  arms  against  the  Muslims  and  spreads 
fear  on  the  roads,  and  is  subsequently  apprehended  and 
caught,  his  fate  is  at  the  discretion  of  the  ruler  of  the 
Muslims;  if  he  so  decides  he  may  kill  him,  and  if  he  so 
decides  he  may  crucify  him  or  cut  off  his  hands  and  feet 
from  opposite  sides.1 


This  interpretation  was  also  mentioned  by  Imam  al-Tabari  and  Ibn 
Kathlr,  and  reported  from  SaTd  b.  al-Musayyab,  Mujahid,  cAta’, 
al-Hasan  al-Basrl,  Ibrahim  al-NakhaT  and  al-Dahhak.2  Imam  al- 
Qurtubl  narrated  in  his  exegesis  that  this  verse  was  revealed  about 
a group  during  the  time  of  the  Prophet  Jl.  This  group  committed 
terrorism  and  violence  outside  of  Medina,  and  as  a result,  were 
subjected  to  a severe  punishment.  ATZamakhshar!  interpreted 
this  verse,  saying, 


l^ua  ^ t4ill 


‘They  wage  war  against  the  Messenger  of  God  |fc,  and 
waging  war  against  the  Muslims  takes  the  same  legal 
ruling  as  waging  war  against  him  H’.3 


Citing  this  exact  quote  from  al-Zamakhshari,  Abu  Hafs  al-Hanbah 
wrote: 


!{<UJl  UJJ 


What  is  meant  here  is  that  they  wage  war  against  the 
Messenger  of  God  — and  God’s  name  was  only 


1 Ibn  Jarir  al-Tabari,  Jamb  al-bayan,  6:214;  and  Ibn  Kathir,  Tafsir  al- Qur'an 
al-Agim,  2:51. 

1 Ibid. 

3 Jar  Allah  al-Zamakhsharl,  al-Kashshaf  can  haqa’iq  ghawamid  al-Tanzll , 
1:661. 
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mentioned  in  exaltation  and  esteem  for  the  one  against 
whom  war  is  waged,  similar  to  the  statement  of  God 
Most  High,  ‘ Indeed , those  who  pledge  fealty  to  you  are 
only  pledging  fealty  to  God’.  [Qur’an  48:io]1 


This  verse  also  implies  that  it  is  permissible  to  kill  brigands.  Al- 
Qadl  Thana’  Allah  Panlpatl  said: 


t JjjjJaJt  odjS  ^3  S' 

Ulbti  jjJ  y*  Ol  Ijiijlj  .<UbJt  JjM  y>  jf  y. dJLje  tjjlS" 

Alip  <b jt?-  JjjjLd  jdsll 

^9  Ojlb-'J  ^9  OjQjtSLaJf  Jl3j  . . . 

aii 


They  [the  jurists]  concurred  that  ‘those  who  wage  war 
and  sow  corruption  in  the  earth’  mentioned  in  the  verse 
are  the  brigands,  whether  they  are  Muslims  or  from  the 
non-Muslim  citizens.  They  also  agreed  that  the  one  who 
takes  up  arms  for  the  purpose  of  spreading  fear  on  the 
roads  outside  of  the  urban  areas — as  no  help  can  reach 
there — is  an  unlawful  combatant  [ muharib ] and  brigand 
who  is  subject  to  the  rulings  contained  in  this  verse.  . . . 
Al-Baghawl  said,  ‘Those  who  rebel  within  the  urban  areas 
are  also  subject  to  the  ruling  contained  in  this  verse’. z 

What  we  gather  from  this  verse  and  the  interpretations  of  the 
exegetes  is  that  those  who  spread  terror  within  an  Islamic  state 
must  be  eliminated,  and  those  who  challenge  the  authority  of 
the  state  and  take  up  arms  against  it  will  be  subject  to  painful 
punishments  in  this  life  and  the  Hereafter. 


13.3.5  The  Kharijites  are  Cursed 

God  says  in  the  Qur’an: 


1 Abu  Hafs  al-Hanbah,  al-Lubab  ft  uhim  al-Kitab,  7:303. 

z Al-Qadl  Thana’  Allah  Panlpatl,  TafsJr  al-mazharl,  3:86. 
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‘ And  those  who  spread  corruption  on  the  earth ; for  them 
is  the  curse  and  the  worst  abode’.1 


This  verse  refers  to  the  Kharijites,  as  evidenced  by  the  interpretation 
of  the  great  Companion,  Sacd  b.  Abl  Waqqas  JG  who  said, 

!jja  4J1  i gjJi  aiij 

‘By  the  One  besides  whom  there  is  no  other  god,  they  are 
the  Haruriyya  [i.e.,  Kharijites]!’2 

The  phrase  ‘ corruption  on  the  earth ’ implies  the  killing  of 
peaceful  citizens  and  the  destruction  of  wealth  and  property.  Abu 
Hafs  al-Hanball  reported, 

US’  fjJisJl)  Ulj  t<uit  Js-  : Jli 

‘As  for  His  statement  . . and  those  who  spread 
corruption  on  the  earth”:  that  is  either  by  inviting  to 
something  other  than  God’s  religion  or  committing 
oppression,  such  as  taking  lives,  destroying  wealth  and 
laying  waste  the  land’.3 

This  interpretation  by  Abu  Hafs  al-Hanball  (which  was  also 
reiterated  by  al-RazI  in  al-Tafsir  al-kabTr)  details  that  in  addition 
to  taking  peaceful  life  and  plundering  wealth,  corruption  on  the 
earth  includes  calling  people  to  heretical  beliefs  at  odds  with  Islam. 


13.3.6  The  Kharijites  Presume  That  They  Are  Pious 

The  Kharijites  of  old  were  fervent  in  their  prayers,  fasting  and 
recitation  of  the  Qur’an,  and  exceeded  the  Prophet’s  Companions 
in  these  things.  The  modern-day  Kharijites  are  no  different  from 

1 Qur’an  13:25. 

2 Al-Qurtubl,  al-Jamic  li  ahkam  al-Qur'an,  9:314. 

3 Abu  Hafs  al-Hanball,  al-Lubab  ft  cultim  al-Kitab,  9:425. 
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their  predecessors  in  this  regard.  They  also  appear  outwardly  pious, 
and  are  seemingly  observant  of  Islamic  Law.  Inwardly,  however, 
they  are  prey  to  evils  like  extremism,  radicalism  and  erroneous 
beliefs  that  are  detrimental  to  the  Muslim  Umma,  which  lead  to 
fighting  and  killing  that  badly  damage  Islam’s  reputation. 

God  says, 


4 i*°  31  * °*o  *S.f  0 ^ 


‘Say,  “Shall  We  inform  yon  of  those  who  are  the  greatest 
losers  with  respect  to  their  deeds ? It  is  those  whose 
entire  struggle  is  wasted  in  the  life  of  this  world,  but  they 
presume  they  are  doing  good”.’1 2 


Imam  al-Tabari  mentioned  in  his  exegesis  that  this  verse  was 
revealed  regarding  the  People  of  the  Book  who  abandoned  their 
faith,  adopted  an  evil  path  and  added  blameworthy  innovations 
to  their  religion.  A second  view  mentioned  by  al-Tabari  states 
that  these  losers  are  the  Kharijites,  because  when  Ibn  al-Kawa1  the 
Kharijite  asked  cAll  & about  these  losers,  cAll  replied,  ‘You  and 
your  ilk’.  One  report  mentions  that  Abu  al-Tufayl  said,  ‘Ibn  al- 
Kawa’  the  Kharijite  asked  ‘All,  “Who  are  the  greatest  losers  with 
respect  to  their  deeds?”  ‘All  replied,  “You,  O Haruriyya!”’2, 
Al-Samarqandl  says  about  the  same  verse, 

“All  b.  Abl  Talib  said,  “They  are  the  Kharijites”.’3 


God  also  says, 

(U  °!%>\  ^ .iiyt -fd  UJt  Ijil3  J ijjuii  i lilj) 


1 Quran  18:103-104. 

2 Ibn  Jarir  al-Tabari,  Jamic  al-bayan,  16:33-34. 

3 Al-Samarqandl,  Bahr  al-culum,  2:364. 
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‘ And  when  it  is  said  to  them,  “Do  not  spread  corruption 
on  the  earth”,  they  say,  “We  are  only  reformers” . Beware, 
it  is  they  who  truly  spread  corruption,  although  they 
perceive  it  not'd 


and, 


‘So  [what  about  him]  whose  evil  action  has  been  made 
attractive  to  him  and  he  considers  it  good 


Abu  Hafs  al-Hanbah  said, 

i ^ t. 


‘Qatada  said,  “Amongst  them  are  the  Kharijites  who 
declare  lawful  the  blood  and  wealth  of  the  Muslims”.’3 


13.4  The  Appearance  of  the  Kharijites  During  the  Time 
of  the  Prophet  Jl 


The  turmoil  of  the  Kharijites  began  during  the  time  of  the  Prophet 
|l.  Abu  SaTd  al-Khudrl  said, 

U '[)4"5  i jUi  IbJ  Otj 

<d  0]  :<Jl£  t<uLp 

, 0^  „ 'l 


‘When  the  Prophet  was  apportioning  the  war  booty, 
Dhu  al-Khuwaysira,  a man  from  Banu  Tamlm,  said, 
“O  Messenger  of  God!  Be  just!”  The  Prophet  |t  said, 
“Woe  to  you!  Who  will  be  just  if  I am  not  just?”  ‘Umar 
b.  al-Khattab  Jjj,  said,  “[O  Messenger  of  God!]  Give 
me  permission  to  strike  his  neck!”  The  Prophet  said, 


1 Qur  an  2:11-12. 

2 Ibid.,  35:8. 

3 Abu  Hafs  al-Hanball,  al-Lubab  ft  ulum  al-Kitab,  13:175. 
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“Leave  him,  for  he  has  compatriots;  and  you  will  belittle 
your  prayers  and  fasting  in  comparison  to  theirs,  but  they 
shall  pass  through  the  religion  just  as  an  arrow  passes 
through  a hunted  game”.’1 


13.5  The  Legacy  of  the  Kharijites  Began  with  Disrespect 
to  the  Prophet  A 


It  was  Dhu  al-Khuwaysira’s  disrespect  to  the  Prophet  0 that  laid 
the  foundation  for  one  of  the  worst  trials  faced  by  the  Umma. 
And  the  militants  and  rebels  who  revolted  against  the  authority  of 
‘Uthman  and  cAll  were  a continuation  of  the  evil  precedent  set  by 
Dhu  al-Khuwaysira. 

Imam  Abu  Bakr  al-Ajurrl  wrote  about  this  issue  in  his  book  Kitab 
al-sharfa  and  penned  a chapter  called,  ‘On  the  Condemnation  of 
the  Kharijites  and  Their  Evil  Way,  and  the  Permissibility  of  Killing 
them,  and  the  Reward  for  the  One  Who  Either  Kills  them  or  is 
Killed  By  Them’.  In  it  he  stated: 

j*j  ‘gffc  ^ 5*3  i*  Jj-d  ^ 

Jllii  tJaJu  dSJjl  Li  U sj 


The  first  of  them  to  appear  was  during  the  time  of  the 
Messenger  of  God  0,  and  he  was  a man  who  accused  the 
Prophet  0 of  injustice  as  he  apportioned  the  war  booty 
at  Jacrana.  He  said,  ‘O  Muhammad!  Be  just,  for  I don’t 
think  you  are  acting  fairly’.  So  the  Messenger  of  God  0 
replied,  ‘Woe  to  you!  Who  will  be  just  if  I am  not  just?’ 


1 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  al-adab  [The  Book  of  Good 
Manners],  chapter:  ‘What  Has  Come  to  Us  About  Someone  Saying,  “Woe 
to  you!”’,  5:2281  §5811,  and  Kitab  istitaba  al-murtaddtn  wa  al-muamdin 
wa  qitalihim  [The  Book  on  Demanding  the  Repentance  of  the  Apostates  and 
Reprobates,  and  Fighting  Them],  chapter:  ‘On  the  One  Who  Refrains  from 
Fighting  the  Kharijites  for  the  Sake  of  Drawing  Hearts  Near  and  so  People  Will 
Not  Flee’,  6:2540  §6534;  and  Muslim  in  al-Sahlh : Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of 
Zakat],  chapter:  ‘On  the  Kharijites  and  Their  Qualities’,  2:744  §1064. 
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Ibn  Hajar  al-cAsqalam  mentioned  a report  from  cAbd  al-Razzaq 
al-SancanI  who  said, 

Jl  Jdtfi  ( jl&j  ’jPjb’jP-  jAj 


‘Dhu  al-Khuwaysira  al-Tamimi’s  real  name  was  Hurqus 
b.  Zuhayr  and  he  was  the  founder  of  the  Kharijites’.1 


Thus,  the  later-day  Kharijites  had  the  same  mindset  as  their 
founder.  Badr  al-Dln  al-cAynI  writes, 

. . . . Jgi Jl  ^jj  ^ 

ji  sit?-  tOj'jA  <Ult  d J~b  Go 


Al-Dhahabl  said,  ‘Dhu  al-Khuwaysira,  the  one  who  said, 
“O  Messenger  of  God!  Be  just”,  is  said  to  be  Hurqus  b. 
Zuhayr,  and  he  was  the  head  of  the  Kharijites  and  was 
amongst  the  Kharijites  who  were  slain  during  the  Battle  of 
al-Nahr.  . . . 2 In  the  exegesis  of  al-Thaclabl  it  is  mentioned 
that  ‘when  the  Messenger  of  God  0,  was  apportioning  the 
war  booty  of  Hawazin,  Dhu  al-Khuwaysira  al-Tamiml, 
the  head  of  the  Kharijites,  came  to  him.  . ,’3 


13.6  The  Ideological  Development  of  the  Kharijites 
During  the  Reign  of  cUthmAn  b.  cAffAn  & 

Many  disruptions  erupted  in  the  Umma  after  the  passing  of  the 
Prophet  |fl.  They  include  false  claims  to  prophethood,  apostasy, 
refusal  to  pay  Zakat  and  rejection  of  several  other  basic  teachings 
of  Islam.  Those  who  embraced  the  beliefs  of  the  Kharijites 
promoted  their  warped  understanding,  exploited  these  disruptions 
and  began  organizing  themselves.  Those  who  actively  hatched  the 
conspiracy  against  cUthman,  and  ultimately  killed  him  in  the  final 

1 Ibn  Hajar  al-cAsqalanI,  Path  al-BarT,  12:292;  and  al-Isaba  ft  tamyiz  al-Sababa, 
2:49. 

2 Badr  al-Dln  al-cAynI  in  cUmdat  al-qari , 15:62. 

3 Ibid.,  16:142. 

Screen  View  Only — Click  to  get  a hard  copy:  http://www.MinhajPublications.com 


The  Tribulation  of  the  Kharijites  and  Modern-Day  Terrorists  I 269 


days  of  his  rule,  were  composed  of  those  who  held  the  extremist 
beliefs  of  the  Kharijites.  The  most  prominent  of  them  was  one  cAbd 
Allah  b.  Saba.  This  was  the  first  time  an  extremist  and  terrorist 
group  challenged  the  authority  of  the  Islamic  state. 

Imam  al-Hakim  mentioned  an  episode  of  Husayn  b.  Kharija,  who 
said, 


} s'  * 0 •"  X ✓ 0 } s s ' 0 * ' * 0 s'  ' 

Jjidl  jil  IJil  j*^i!l  icdlls  SlaflJt  CJlS" U»J 


: C-L&i  til  liU  iJjjIj  j-*£  Jsjti-  Ug ; .;j  tpaJl  Cjjti  : Jtl  .<u 

jiJjL  C.iaig 9 : Jli  II  ^1  Jajst  Jjd  jjtwjl  ti^j  JJ 

.4£b*Ai!l  0^  :IJJl3  <?tl»lgJiJl  lij!  :c~Ia3  ji-y  til  j?i«i  oli 

S S ' s s 0 s ' s s s ^ ' J1  s s 0 * 

tjps  ^1  ^l*Ji  ot?jdJl  ^l  PjJts  ?«.la^Jl  jj\s  :c-Ls 


;*££:  ^l?ljjlj  j||  X&iL>  ill  lilj  . j^?JlJ  AiuJl  U ^iipl  4)11  a?-jJj  tit  I its 

U ^jl:  Jot  :$p  ^aljjl  4J  jlii  .^Sl  jiiuud  ^Ijj^  Jjll  jkj 

.ajtii  JjvS  U5"  1^1*3  Vt  IjJtaij  IjSlj!  Ijfai-t 


c4^ul3  Ojili  ja  Coj'  *A3 

j^laljjl  4J  j£j  ^Jiia  J$  :Jl Ij  .t y£\  Ui  tUJjjJl  4lit 
:C-L i . 1^-j  ^ cM  : Jti  ?Cj'  jlluijtlaJl  c5'  ^ :C«Ls  .Stlb" 

^£?“  t ^ A Jj££|^  4^4>li  j4^1>13  ljt3  . : C4-L9  L^Jt  ijt^  ^^Jj£  tl 


‘During  the  first  outbreak  of  turmoil,  I was  confused,  so 
I said,  “O  God!  Show  me  something  of  the  truth  that  I 
may  hold  fast  to  it”.  So  I was  shown  the  world  and  the 
Hereafter  [in  a dream],  and  there  was  a wall  between  the 
two  that  was  not  very  tall  and  suddenly  I was  over  it.  I 
said,  “If  I continue  to  be  suspended  over  this,  I might  fall 
upon  those  slain  at  Ashjac,  so  they  can  inform  me”.  So  I 
descended  on  to  a land,  green  and  fresh  with  vegetation, 
and  there  was  a group  sitting,  whom  I asked,  “Are  you 
martyrs?”  They  said,  “No,  we  are  angels”.  I said,  “So 
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where  are  the  martyrs?”  They  said,  “Go  towards  the 
higher  levels  up  to  the  Prophet  Muhammad  Jjl”.  Then 
I advanced  until  I reached  a level,  and  its  beauty  and 
vastness  was  indescribable.  Upon  reaching  this  level, 
suddenly  I saw  the  Prophet  Muhammad  0*  and  Abraham 
3®  and  he  [Muhammad  0]  was  saying  to  Abraham,  “Seek 
forgiveness  for  my  Umma”.  Abraham  said  to  him,  “You 
do  not  know  what  blameworthy  things  they  did  after 
you.  They  shed  their  blood  and  killed  their  ruler;  why 
don’t  they  do  what  my  friend  Sacd  did?”  I said  to  myself 
that  what  God  has  shown  me  leads  me  to  visit  Sacd.  So 
I went  to  him  and  told  him  my  dream.  He  felt  glad  and 
said,  “Wretched  is  he  who  does  not  have  Abraham  as  a 
friend!”  I asked  him,  “So  to  which  of  the  two  factions 
do  you  belong?”  He  replied,  “I  am  with  neither”.  Then  I 
asked  him,  “So  what  is  your  advice  to  me?”  He  said,  “Do 
you  have  any  cattle?”  I said,  “No”.  He  said,  “Go  and  buy 
some  cattle  and  withdraw  until  things  become  clear”.’1 * 3 

In  Ibn  cAbd  al-Barr’s  al-Tambid 2 and  Ibn  Hajar’s  al-Isdba 3 there 
is  described  what  has  been  called  the  ‘first  tribulation’,  which  is 
the  turmoil  that  ensued  when  ‘Uthman  ^ was  assassinated.  The 
people  of  sedition  divided  into  two  groups  and  were  the  ones 
who  initiated  bloodshed  and  added  blameworthy  innovations  to 
the  religion.  It  was  that  band  of  extremists  who  laid  down  the 
foundation  for  the  Kharijites  after  the  Battle  of  $iffln  during  the 
reign  of  ‘All  JG 

13.7  The  Kharijites  During  the  Reign  of  cAl!  b.  Abi 
Talib  JL 

The  major  objective  of  the  Kharijites  is  to  destabilize  the 
foundations  of  the  Muslim  state  in  the  name  of  the  religion.  When 

1 Narrated  by  al-Hakim  in  al-Mustadrak,  4:499  §8394;  and  cited  by  Ibn  cAbd 
al-Barr  in  al-Tamhld,  19:222;  and  al-Dhahabl  in  Siyar  aclam  al-nubala\  1:120. 

1 Cited  by  Ibn  cAbd  al-Barr  in  al-Tamlnd,  19:222. 

3 Ibn  Hajar  aUAsqalanl,  al-Isaba  fi  tamyiz  al-Sahdba,  2:172  §1979. 
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we  look  critically  at  the  history  of  the  Kharijites,  we  see  that  theirs 
was  a violent  movement  that  was  against  dialogue  and  peaceful 
settlement  of  disputes,  such  as  the  policy  that  "All  the  fourth 
Rightly  Guided  Caliph,  adopted  in  the  form  of  arbitration  before 
the  Battle  of  Siffln.  As  long  as  the  clamour  of  war  prevailed,  the 
Kharijite  elements  in  "All’s  army  were  active,  but  the  moment 
he  decided  to  seek  arbitration  for  the  sake  of  avoiding  further 
bloodshed,  they  rejected  his  decision  and  deserted  his  troops. 
Calling  him  a disbeliever,  they  organized  a terrorist  rebellion 
group  and  rose  against  him  and  the  Muslim  Umma  in  the  name  of 
jihad.  When  they  organized  themselves,  their  motto  and  call  was, 
‘There  is  no  judgement  but  for  God’.  When  "All  heard  their  slogan 
he  said, 

.£jjpU  i fj  djji  jp- 

‘A  word  of  truth  by  which  falsehood  is  intended’.1 


In  some  collections  "Alt  is  reported  to  have  said, 

Icdp  OJJ  Ijii & OJJ  IjaSwi  j' 


‘If  they  are  quiet  we  will  overwhelm  them,  and  if  they 
speak  we  will  talk  to  them  with  logic,  and  if  they  rebel 
against  us  we  will  fight  them’.2 


The  Kharijites  initiated  an  armed  rebellion  against  "All  and  based 
themselves  in  Harura,  located  on  the  Iraqi  border.  They  accused 
him  of  polytheism  and  blameworthy  innovations  and  declared  him 
a disbeliever  and  rebelled  against  him.  This  would  prove  to  be  the 
start  of  their  mass  killing  and  terrorism.  They  argued, 

!dlJ  S’!  (*&-  y ill  J bySSc 


1 Narrated  by  Muslim  in  al-Sahlh : Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat],  chapter: 
‘The  Encouragement  to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:749  §1066;  al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan 
al-kubra,  5:160  §8562;  Ibn  Abl  Shayba  in  al-Musannaf,  7:557  §3 7907;  and  al- 
Bayhaql  in  al-Sunan  al-kubra,  8:171  §16478. 

2 Ibn  al-Athlr,  al-Kamil  ft  al-tankb,  3:212-213;  al-Tabari,  Tarikh  al-umam  wa 
al-muluk,  3:114. 
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‘Do  you  seek  judgment  from  men  in  that  which  is  God’s 
command?  There  is  no  judgment  but  for  God!’1 


A leader  of  Kharijites,  Yazid  b.  cAsim  al-Muharibi,  delivered  a 
sermon,  saying, 


„ > , s l ^ j,  0 

<Li4jt  dL  iyu  Ul  ,<U (■  jic Gd  Gp  “G  >G?dl 

JaAG  j<°1  OIajJ  jjdJl  ^ <GaJl  itkf'l  Ots  tGlj 

jit  JGi  pi  Ul  JsiJbl  k .<Ult 

^ ^ 4 ' ' ■*  si 

,GU>  l£>  ^ji  Gji  tCJb>sjCia 


‘All  praise  is  for  God  alone.  We  cannot  give  it  up.  O God! 
We  seek  refuge  from  any  weakness  or  fawning  flattery  in 
matters  of  the  religion,  because  that  brings  humiliation, 
which  will  lead  to  God’s  wrath.  O cAll!  Would  you  have 
us  fear  death?  Beware!  By  God,  I hope  that  we  will  kill 
you  with  the  edge  of  the  sword.  Then,  you  will  come  to 
know  who  amongst  us  deserves  torment  the  most!’2 


Similarly,  another  leader  of  the  Kharijites  said  in  his  sermon, 
tjjt  jZuu  jl  jGjJl  jia*j  Iglal  UaJ f SjjiSt  tXk  ja  G 

^GJl  i jG  yyo 

‘Leave  with  us  and  let  us  abandon  this  city  of  oppressors 
and  head  for  the  mountains  or  some  of  the  other  cities, 
while  detesting  these  blameworthy  and  misguided 
innovations’.3 


When  the  prominent  leaders  of  the  Kharijites  gathered  in  the 
house  of  Shurayh  b.  Awfa  al-cAbasI,  Ibn  Wahb  said,  addressing 
the  gathering, 

.Jpdt  Jjd  t<uil  Igli  5dij  J\  G tjda^tGj 


1 Ibn  al-Athlr,  al-Kamil  fl  al-tankh,  3:196. 

2 Ibid.,  3:313. 

3 Ibid.,  3:313-314. 
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‘Let  us  come  together  and  head  for  a land  where  we  will 
carry  out  the  law  of  God,  for  you  are  the  people  of  the 
truth’.1 


In  their  response  to  ‘All’s  letter  addressed  to  them,  the  Kharijites 
wrote, 


ols  ujj3  jiJ 

ajj'  ji  uS’HXj  Xts  uIj  irJaj  iSjjili  cdliHij 


‘Indeed,  you  were  not  angry  for  the  sake  of  your  Lord; 
you  were  angry  for  the  sake  of  your  ego.  Now,  if  you 
confess  that  you  fell  into  disbelief  and  repent,  we  will  look 
into  the  matter  that  is  between  you  and  us;  otherwise,  we 
reject  you,  and  indeed,  God  does  not  love  the  deceitful’.2 


This  letter  and  the  sermons  by  the  Kharijites  indicate  that, 
in  their  opposition  to  ‘All,  they  considered  themselves  to  be 
the  paragons  of  righteousness  and  truth  and  considered  ‘All  a 
purveyor  of  polytheism  and  blameworthy  innovation  (and  God’s 
refuge  is  sought  from  such  a notion!).  They  were  so  earnest  in 
their  hatred  of  polytheism  and  blameworthy  innovation  that  they 
deserted  ‘All’s  city  and  claimed  that  it  was  an  abode  of  disbelief. 
They  would  take  to  the  mountains  and  wastelands  and  ambush 
travelers  and  they  would  catch  hold  of  their  opponents  and  torture 
them  to  death. 

Later,  ‘All  formed  an  army  of  Companions  to  launch  military 
offensives  against  them  in  order  to  eliminate  them  completely 
and  restore  peace  and  security  and  establish  the  authority  of  the 
government.  They  were  finally  defeated  as  the  Prophet  had 
prophesied  and  ordered.  Imam  Muslim  and  others  reported  from 
Zayd  b.  Wahb  al-Juhanl,  who  was  amongst  ‘All’s  army  that  fought 
against  the  Kharijites: 


1 Ibid. 

2 Ibid.,  3:217. 

Screen  View  Only — Click  to  get  a hard  copy:  http://www.MinhajPublications.com 


274  I FATWA  on  Terrorism  and  Suicide  Bombings 


‘ScrH  Jl  J]  j“4  djijAj, 

‘^4*^  j*j  (*4!  djL^Su  Jiji!'  Ojijij  tfl-S4o  ^4^U~e  ^SUU^s 
jj  .<&>jh  (t4~>J'  Jj-4  US’ £*>UW'  5j3j*j  t^4-4ljj  j^4j*ta>  jjt?o 

3jTj  JU*Jt  jfi  ljiSo“*i  ^ OUJ  ^ ^4!  ^^25  U ^4JjIl«flj  jjiJt  ^r4^' 
(.£44!'  04 ■ ic C-  ^jdj  £jjS  d 4r^3  “U^P  <0  ;t 4^9  tl)' 

^3  ^UiJ'  Jiij  SjjbU  jj!]  0j4*4s3  UJtyLi  fulp 

45  tty  <QSo  4'  ‘^'i 

. 4il'  ^ip  ' J^ww*w  ^jUJ'  7 ^3  ]*b^d' 

Lii. 3 Ojlfl ; 3 ^ip  UjjS  Jl3  ^s?-  k— tlH  “43  (^dj-cS  Jt4^"  tlH  4ii~>i  Jl3 

^UjJl  IjiJt  :*J  J lfl-3  ^wil^!'  s_4Sj  ^ <U1'  4«P  44«jj  Jipj  L_UT 

tiljjJS-  ^>jj  ^Sj44i >U  US’  |iS34^>Uj  O'  (-SIPI  ^13  Igjjji?"  ^r?  (*Sv3jiS>  'ji*?3 

; / ^ ^ ^ ' ' } }■  ^ } s C f,  ? 

J-3J  : Jll  .j*4^-U_^  j-iU'  (_9j3tJt  '_jlS>J  ^?-U^  'jA?-j3 

Jlii  -O^j  ^^4?'  Or?  j^t  Or?  s-r^'  4j  p j<'fi*i 

4,.«,,0„;.j  ^Jp  aUi  l0^4jtv,  ^J_3  o^UoJ  13  ^4^*UJ'  ^ • 3 '^™sU ' : ^Lo- 

^ ^ oji?-ji  :J6  Ja*j  ^ ^40a*i  43  U.U  J\  J&- 

U ; JU3  ^)UJUJ'  o40«P  <uj|  ^Lo3  ;Jl3  l^4J'  ^340^  ;Jl3  c 

400 ' Or®  U44SJ'  'U&  C.*4^0»J  ojj  i^ij'  400 ' jjb  !^^44j4J' 

.oj  _^*j  tlS*Ai  AiijUUOl  J&-  ! _^a  *^l  oil  t^iil  illj  tS'  : Jlii 


‘cAll  said,  “O  people!  Indeed,  I heard  God’s  Messenger  |i 
say,  ‘There  shall  be  a folk  that  comes  from  my  Umma  and 
they  will  recite  the  Qur’an — your  recitation  will  not  be 
comparable  to  theirs,  or  your  prayers  or  your  fasting  to 
theirs.  They  will  recite  the  Qur’an  and  believe  it  supports 
them  but  [in  reality]  it  is  against  them.  Their  prayers 
will  not  go  past  their  throats,  and  they  shall  exit  from 


Screen  View  Only — Click  to  get  a hard  copy:  http://www.MinhajPublications.com 


The  Tribulation  of  the  Kharijites  and  Modern-Day  Terrorists  I 275 


the  religion  just  as  an  arrow  exits  from  a hunted  game. 
If  only  the  army  who  encounters  them  knew  what  has 
been  decreed  for  them  upon  the  tongue  of  their  Prophet 
H,  they  would  rely  on  it  [and  cease  doing  other  deeds]. 
Their  [i.e.,  the  Kharijites’]  distinctive  sign  is  that  there 
is  a man  amongst  them,  one  of  whose  arms  is  like  a 
woman’s  breast,  or  a piece  of  meat  palpitating  and  with 
some  white  hairs’.  [cAli  continued:]  You  will  be  marching 
towards  Mu‘awiya  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  Levant  and 
will  leave  these  folk  behind  amongst  your  children  and 
properties!  By  God,  I most  certainly  hope  that  they  are 
these  people  [mentioned  in  the  hadith],  for  they  have 
shed  inviolable  blood  and  raided  the  people’s  belongings. 
So  go  forth  [against  them]  in  the  name  of  God”.’ 

Salama  b.  Kuhayl  said,  “Zayd  b.  Wahb  took  me  to  a 
place  in  which  to  stay  until  we  crossed  the  bridge.  cAbd 
Allah  b.  Wahb  al-Rasibl  was  the  head  of  the  Kharijites  on 
that  day  and  he  said  to  his  army,  ‘Cast  down  your  spears 
and  unsheathe  your  swords,  for  I fear  that  they  will  attack 
you  as  they  attacked  you  on  the  Day  of  Harura”.’  So  they 
cast  down  their  spears,  drew  their  swords,  and  people 
fought  them  with  spears  until  they  were  killed.  Only  two 
soldiers  of  ‘All’s  army  were  killed  on  that  day.  ‘All  ^ 
said,  ‘Search  for  the  maimed  one  [Dhu  al-Khuwaysira] 
amongst  the  slain’.  They  searched  but  did  not  find  him. 
‘All  then  stood  up  and  [walked]  until  he  came  upon  a 
pile  of  bodies  from  the  enemy.  He  ordered,  ‘Search  them’. 
They  removed  the  bodies  and  found  him  at  the  bottom 
of  the  pile.  ‘All  then  cried  out,  ‘God  is  the  Greatest! 
God  spoke  the  truth  and  His  Messenger  conveyed  the 
message!’  Then  there  stood  before  him  ‘Ubayda  al- 
Salmanl  who  said,  ‘O  Commander  of  the  Faithful!  By 
God,  besides  whom  there  is  no  other  god.  Did  you  hear 
this  [description]  from  the  Messenger  of  God  |&?’  ‘All 
replied,  ‘Yes,  by  God,  besides  whom  there  is  no  other 
god’.  ‘Ubayda  sought  an  oath  from  him  three  times  and 
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each  time  he  swore  by  God”.’ 


There  are  other  related  hadith  reports  that  describe  this  man’s 
handicap  as  a distinguishing  mark.  In  one  report  it  mentions  that 
he  would  be  of  dark  complexion  and  have  a hand  like  a women’s 
breast.  In  that  report  it  states  that  when  our  master  ‘All  defeated 
them,  he  said,  ‘Search  for  the  one  with  this  sign’.  When  they 
continued  to  look  and  could  not  find  him,  cAll  said  twice  or  thrice, 
‘By  my  Lord!  I have  neither  lied  nor  been  told  something  false’.  The 
people  eventually  found  the  body  in  a barren  place  and  brought  it 
before  ‘All.  TJbayd  Allah — the  narrator — said,  ‘I  was  with  ‘All  the 
entire  time  and  his  statement  was  regarding  the  Kharijites’.1 


Jundub  b.  ‘Abd  Allah  ^ said, 

U?  ^3*“  £j'jAJl  ^ 

oGsiJt  3Uwd  tcfijih  Stljl  JAJl  +Z  tils 

ojS^i  cdAdxi  3di  jfi  tj-o'jdl  '-ylAdsij 

0 op  * o'.  ''  *.0*  * *'  " s'  O'  * {' 

^j-3  O^-IJ  c^OjJ  CJjjj 

3d  ?jiil  OlS" <1)1  j^lh  ^ Jj5'  Ulj  t_s^3  Jl  t^d5'  U~*ii 

Jji'  'ij  3diS"  lili  .3d£tjj  diS" Ojj  <<ui  ^ Oils  t3ii> 


b <&U  ij*i  : Jli  ^tiU-  iJU  <uit  Jj3j  s_Jli> 

jjiy  ^Js-  J£3  Jji!  til  jwi!  jlii  ijjjj  tjdi  ci^si  ,3dlji  jjA 

UJ  : Jli  .^jl!l  a?-L?-  : Jli  U : Jli  34?'  h : Jl4i  ,<u  3jib 


<. Ojjtlgi  L*  ; jL  JUi  .j-4  1 A'  ; ctdi  . lyj&4i  tjgdl  3 : Jli  t3*U 
<_K!'  : Jli  ?£lJlo  U : Jli  .JjLajJJt  jlA  'i  : Jlii  ,<uyyii  j**'  sUr  j*^ 

4j*ki  U jUi  .JgJ!'  'jidsi  3 :Jll  ?3"'j  UJ  Jli  S^-U- 


1 Narrated  by  Muslim  in  al-Sahih:  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat], 
chapter:  ‘The  Encouragement  to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:748  §1066;  Abu  Dawud 
in  al-Sunan:  Kitab  al-Sunna,  chapter:  ‘On  Fighting  the  Kharijites’,  4:244  §4768; 
al-Nasa’I  in  al-Sunan  al-kubra,  5:163  §8571;  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad, 
1:91  §706;  ‘Abd  al-Razzaq  in  al-Musannaf,  10:147;  and  al-Bazzar  in  al-Musnad , 
2:197  §581. 
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JUi  tCij  ^Ui  4)ll  jfi  4jji  jiiijj  tajAkaj 

Sllij  olxS” jPUj  tuiAwaiJ'  \j& j *M"3  (♦■$»!]  U'  U»'  U 

U«  Joib  4jt  la!  lU)^  U tJ^xJU  ^j*rj4  Udp  J—dJ  *Ai  A g.;i 

^]l  4j  .,<4  ft  1 1 tdjb  J-T"  U ; Jl3  .4 ) ^ ^ : a jXJ^  *Q  4 i^JtP 

s ' } s ° s a*  0 J,  s ' 4 ' 0 ' '°  ' j 

<U^u  -%-li  ?44^cJl  aJjJ  J jxila  jJSjj  g.;i  4xij  w-'lA*  ^Jj  a^/j' 

tusA4aiJ'  ii-li  .i>  i^Lp  a!  Jlii  .XsCjuLe  jj  j^Ip  ^ £y>  '4JC;’  V] 
.JJliU  CSjiijj  ^J~2i  c-lJj  *_&l  ui  : Jlii 

Ijljoj  Ijalij  1jaeg_j  1^4?-  ,t g°;a  Ui  lllj  j!  i_i^i,..J,<t,llj  ^JUjj  ouLh 

^lp  JUii  U,t,4„^  . A^a-^oj  L_Jp  Tj-313  lOUUoJ  4UCi  ; <Jl3  c^^jJ  j'  A3  JlxiiJl 
^Cp'  ‘U'  J4-3  aUUj  4*1a  I'-jaI?-  J3  .^jih  ^iuji  ’-^s. 

in  , / J,  *'+'**  i 

. 4 jjwp  y ^ ■ a 3sJ  3!j  4 J-“*P  Ua  ^jx9  ^43 


‘When  the  Kharijites  seceded  from  cAll,  he  went  out  in 
pursuit  of  them  and  we  went  with  him.  When  we  reached 
their  troops,  we  heard  a loud  recitation  of  the  Qur’an 
that  sounded  like  the  buzzing  of  bees.  Amongst  them 
were  some  wearing  loin  cloths  and  mantles,  and  seeing 
them  in  that  state  [of  ostensible  piety],  I had  mixed 
feelings  about  fighting  against  them.  I stuck  my  spear 
into  the  ground,  dismounted  from  my  steed,  took  off  my 
mantle  and  spread  it  out  and  placed  my  armour  on  it. 

I then  took  my  steed  by  the  reigns  and  started  praying 
towards  my  spear  [as  a barrier].  During  my  prayer  I said, 

“O  God!  If  it  is  obedience  to  You  to  fight  these  folk, 
then  give  me  permission  to  do  it;  and  if  it  is  disobedience, 
then  show  me  a sign  of  Your  disapproval”.  As  I was  in 
that  state  of  entreaty,  suddenly,  cAll  b.  Abl  Talib  came, 
riding  the  Prophet’s  mule.  After  he  came  close  to  me  he 
said,  “O  Jundub!  Seek  refuge  with  God  from  the  evil  of 
doubt!”  I then  hastened  to  come  closer  to  him,  but  he 
dismounted  and  began  to  pray.  Suddenly,  someone  on  a 
galloping  horse  approached  and  said,  “O  Commander  of 
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the  Faithful!”  cAli  said,  “What  is  the  matter?”  The  rider 
said,  “They  have  all  crossed  the  stream  and  got  away”. 

I said,  “God  is  the  Greatest”.  cAli  said,  “They  have  not 
crossed  it,  and  will  not  do  it.  It  is  the  promise  of  God  and 
His  Messenger  that  they  will  be  killed”.  Then  he  mounted 
his  steed  and  said,  “O  Jundub!  I shall  send  someone  to 
them  who  will  recite  the  Qur’an  to  them  and  invite  them 
to  the  Book  of  their  Lord  and  the  Sunna  of  their  Prophet 
Tie  will  not  turn  to  us  [to  signal  the  attack]  until  they 
shoot  arrows  at  him.  O Jundub!  Less  than  ten  will  be 
slain  amongst  us  and  less  than  ten  will  survive  amongst 
them”.  Then  he  said,  “So  who  will  take  this  copy  of  the 
Qur’an  to  those  folk  and  invite  them  to  the  Book  of  their 
Lord  and  the  Sunna  of  their  Prophet  and  get  killed  and 
earn  Paradise?”  No  one  responded  to  his  call  except  a 
young  man  from  Banu  cAmir  b.  $acsac.  cAll  said  to  him, 
“Take  [this  copy  of  the  Qur’an]”.  And  so  the  young  man 
took  it  and  cAll  said  to  him,  “You  will  be  killed  and  will 
not  turn  to  us  until  they  shoot  you  with  arrows”.  The 
young  man  walked  towards  the  encampment  of  the  folk, 
carrying  a copy  of  the  Qur’an.  When  he  reached  a place 
where  they  could  hear,  one  of  them  shot  him  with  an 
arrow.  He  then  turned  towards  us  and  sat  down.  cAll 
then  said,  “Now  attack  them”.  I killed  eight  of  them  with 
this  hand  of  mine  before  I prayed  the  Afternoon  Prayer 
and  less  than  ten  amongst  us  were  slain  and  less  than  ten 
amongst  them  survived’.1 

As  you  see,  Jundub  was  affected  by  the  ostensible  piety, 
asceticism  and  worship  of  the  Kharijites.  Despite  that,  all  their 
distinguishing  marks  that  cAll  told  of  proved  true. 

Tariq  b.  Ziyad  said, 

: ill  0^  tjjlait  : Jli  p ^ ^ &ry- 

1 Narrated  by  al-Tabaranl  in  al-Mucjam  al-awsat,  4:227  §4051;  and  cited  by  al- 
Haythaml  in  Majmac  al-zawa'id,  4:227;  Ibn  Hajar  al-’Asqalanl  in  Path  al-Bari, 
12:296;  and  al-Shawkanl  in  Nayl  al-awtar,  7:349. 
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liS" Jpdl  fjfi  jjl?o  ^ JjAJb  OjdlSdu  ’^j£  Ai\ 

tJjdi  4-b  i-Gt  " 4>svJ  2 *}bb)  ^ ji  |i_»U__o  kSlajjl  ^ gf«.ll 

. J~T*~  7—bw  -ULS  W ^ .bjw  JjL£  (Ills'  0| 

.GU  ^75  tUiQaS  .'jibs'  :Jli  jif 


‘We  went  out  with  cAll  & to  pursue  the  Kharijites  and 
he  slew  them.  Then  he  said,  “Take  a close  look,  for  the 
Prophet  of  God  H said,  ‘There  shall  emerge  a folk  who 
speak  the  truth  but  it  will  not  pass  their  throats.  They 
shall  leave  the  truth  just  as  an  arrow  exits  a hunted  game. 
Their  distinguishing  trait  is  that  there  is  amongst  them  a 
man  of  dark  complexion  with  a deformed  hand  with  black 
hairs  on  it’.  If  it  is  him,  then  you  have  killed  the  most 
evil  of  the  people,  and  if  it  is  not,  then  you  have  killed 
the  best  of  the  people”.  We  then  began  to  cry  and  then 
he  said,  “Look  for  him”.  We  looked  for  him  and  found 
him  with  a deformed  hand,  so  we  fell  into  prostration  [in 
gratitude]  and  cAll  prostrated  with  us’.1 


13.8  The  Beliefs  of  the  Kharijites 

The  preceding  discussion  has  shown  us  that  sometimes  crooked 
and  short-sighted  people  emerge  in  society  with  compound 
ignorance  concerning  the  wisdom  and  vision  of  the  religion.  They 
strictly  observe  the  outward  religious  acts,  which  in  turn  instil 
them  with  the  conceited  belief  that  they  are  staunch  Muslims  and 
true  embodiments  of  Islam.  They  feel  themselves  near  to  God 
and  consider  all  others  either  disbelievers  or  disobedient.  They 
believe  it  is  their  right  to  force  others  to  adhere  to  the  path  of 
righteousness  and  they  forget  God’s  words, 

GLj 


1 Narrated  by  al-NasTl  in  al-Sunan  al-kubra , 5:161  §8566;  Ahmad  b.  Hanbal 
in  al-Musnad,  1:107  §848,  and  Fada'il  al-Sababa,  2:714  §1224;  and  cited  by 
al-Khatlb  al-Baghdadl  in  Tankh  Baghdad,  14:362  §7689;  and  al-Marwaz!  in 
TaczTm  qadr  al-salah , 1:256  §247. 
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‘ Invite  to  the  path  of  your  Lord  with  wisdom  and  goodly 
invitation’  / 


and, 


‘ There  is  no  compulsion  in  the  religion’ .1  2 


Satan  plants  the  seeds  of  arrogance  in  their  hearts,  which  in 
turn  cause  them  to  see  themselves  as  pure  Muslims  and  others 
as  impure,  if  Muslims  at  all.  They  believe  that  it  is  their  right 
to  force  others  to  believe  what  they  believe,  and  because  Satan 
has  moulded  them  and  shaped  them  with  the  idea  that  they  are 
peerless,  they  are  convinced  that  they  are  free  to  use  whatever 
means  at  their  disposal  to  either  bring  wayward  Muslims  back  to 
the  right  path  or  eliminate  them. 

This  mindset  allows  them  to  kill  people,  spread  terror  and 
plunder  wealth  and  property  without  fear  of  sin.  According  to 
their  warped  understanding,  whatever  crimes  they  do  are  jihad. 
The  Qur’an  informs  us  that  they  will  be  the  greatest  of  losers  in 
the  Hereafter: 


p&j  Lilli  ^ jip'  .Stiff 

1 > °J>o  o x 


‘ Say , “Shall  We  inform  you  of  those  who  are  the  greatest 
losers  with  respect  to  their  deeds ? It  is  those  whose 
entire  struggle  is  wasted  in  the  life  of  this  world,  but  they 
presume  they  are  doing  good” .’3 


Imam  al-Shahrastam  said  about  the  false  beliefs  and  ideologies 
of  Kharijites: 


} ^ 0 ^ J.  ^ 0 } y } o S $ X ^ 0^  -2  s'  ^ f 

Ajj .c  1 U iijijijSM  jUS" 


1 Qur  an  16:125. 

2 Ibid.,  2:256. 

3 Ibid.,  18:103-104. 
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. . . .Or'j  UL?-  SloJl  lit  Ojjjj  OjiU'J 

y>'  tSj*-  ^ ^ jU 

ill  •xIpJ  £/.  <uit  •iljt’  pfaLJjjj  <u^-U  ^ 

j~»j  oh  (*-^  oh  Ajij  J/r  oh  «jj*j  y*j  oh 

JJsl  J4-j  >-a!'  jJ«p  ^j>  'jjlSjj  A j.uh  cjjjJUJ'  ^1*01' 

jj  (♦A/f'j  ji  Jdijt  fkj  . . . O'jj^J'  fjj  tyrf's 


The  major  factions  of  the  Kharijites  are  six:  al-Azariqa, 
al-Najdat,  al-Tjara,  al-Thacaliba,  al-Ibadiyya  and  al- 
Safriyya.  The  remaining  factions  are  but  offshoots  of 
these.  They  believe  that  it  is  right  and  obligatory  to  revolt 
against  the  government  if  it  goes  against  the  Sunna.  . . . 
They  are  the  ones  who  rebelled  against  the  Commander 
of  the  Faithful,  cAll  when  the  process  of  arbitration 
was  underway.  They  gathered  at  Harura  in  the  region  of 
Kufa.  Their  leaders  were  cAbd  Allah  b.  al-Kawa’,  cAtab  b. 
al-Acwar,  cAbd  Allah  b.  Wahb  al-RabisI,  TJrwa  b.  Jarir, 
Yazld  b.  cAsim  and  Hurqus  b.  Zuhayr,  better  known 
as  Dhu  al-Thaddlya.  In  those  days  they  totalled  twelve 
thousand  men  dedicated  to  prayer  and  fasting — meaning 
on  the  day  of  the  Battle  of  Nahrawan.  . . . The  first  of 
them  was  known  as  Dhu  al-Khuwaysira  and  the  last  of 
them  [in  the  first  organized  revolt]  was  known  as  Dhu 
al-Thadlyya.1 


Ibn  Hajar  al-cAsqalam  said: 

ClpJ  Oliif'  O'  lOUlutf’  jSo  y)  ^OsUi!' 

jfi  ol  ^s-  3u^o  iijj  jilli  ^ ''j>yz  ly* 

. UiOp'  jJj  ijslff  OjItuJ  — JjHj  *J 


1 cAbd  al-Karim  al-Shahrastam,  al-Milal  iva  al-nihal , p.  115. 
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Al-Qadi  Abu  Bakr  Ibn  al-cArabl  said,  ‘The  Kharijites  are 
two  types:  Those  who  claim  that  ‘Uthman,  ‘All  and  those 
present  at  the  Battle  of  al-Jamal  and  Siffln,  and  all  who 
were  pleased  with  the  arbitration,  were  disbelievers;  and 
those  who  claim  that  anyone  who  commits  a grave  sin  is 
a disbeliever  who  will  abide  eternally  in  Hell.  Najda  [b. 
‘Amir]  had  added  a belief  not  held  by  the  other  Kharijites, 
namely  that  the  one  who  does  not  march  out  and  wage 
war  against  the  Muslims  is  himself  a disbeliever — even  if 
he  held  the  belief  of  the  Kharijites’.1 


Ibn  Taymiyya  spoke  about  the  blasphemous  beliefs  of  the 
Kharijites  and  their  oppressive  behaviour  against  the  Muslims, 

IjjlSj  JJsl  OjPUjJ  d*'  Ojliib  :0k,  ' US"  'jjlS” 

£ ys  ajlpj  3®  OlSjj  ■.« Alp  ■‘dstfJ 
dtflj  tAPli? Jlj 

tawi  d lv  t«j&3^3  0^3  ^ ti^p  01 : 1 3413^  wdu*- 

.IjUS*  Ijj UaS 


As  the  Prophet  |&  described  them,  they  would  ‘kill  the 
people  of  Islam  and  leave  the  idolaters’.  They  declared 
‘All  b.  Abl  Talib  and  ‘Uthman  b.  ‘Affan  disbelievers,  as 
well  as  those  who  allied  with  them.  They  killed  ‘All  b.  Abl 
Talib,  believing  that  it  was  lawful.  The  killer  was  ‘Abd  al- 
Rahman  b.  Muljam  al-Muradl.  He,  along  with  the  other 
Kharijites,  was  devout  in  their  worship;  however,  they 
were  grossly  ignorant  [of  religious  logic  and  wisdom]  and 
abandoned  the  Sunna  and  the  community  [jamaca\.  They 
said,  ‘There  is  only  the  believer  and  the  disbeliever;  the 


1 Ibn  Hajar  al-‘Asqalam,  Fath  al-Ban,  12:283,  285. 
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believer  is  he  who  performs  every  single  obligation  and 
abstains  from  every  single  prohibition.  So  whoever  does 
not  fit  that  description  is  a disbeliever  who  will  abide 
eternally  in  the  Fire’.  Furthermore,  they  applied  this  to 
anyone  who  objected  to  them,  and  said,  ‘cUthman  and 
cAll  and  their  ilk  have  judged  by  other  than  what  God 
has  revealed  and  committed  oppression  therefore  they  are 
disbelievers’.1 


Describing  the  known  features  of  the  Kharijites,  Ibn  Taymiyya 
said: 

L gJ  id  l i!  I . ^ 1 t 4jwwwJ  y ^ 1 <LwwJ  l 

ojjaJb  Ojjlio  JJslj  ^ 

jli  ^“>G>S!l  jli  Olj  jUj  ojjaJb 

. pld^i  jla 


There  are  two  well-known  and  exclusive  traits  by  which 
they  parted  from  the  community  of  Muslims  and  the 
Islamic  state:  their  abandonment  of  the  Sunna  and  the  act 
of  declaring  sinful  that  which  is  not  a sin  or  declaring  as 
good  that  which  is  not  good.  The  second  difference  between 
the  Kharijites  and  the  remaining  people  of  blameworthy 
innovation  is  that  they  declare  people  disbelievers  over  sins 
and  misdeeds.  Their  imputation  of  disbelief  on  account  of 
sins  results  in  their  making  lawful  the  blood  and  wealth 
of  the  Muslims  and  declaring  the  abode  of  Islam  [Dar  al- 
Islam]  an  abode  of  war  [Dar  al-Harb]  and  only  the  land 
in  their  control  the  abode  of  faith.1 


The  reason  why  the  Kharijites  are  also  called  Haruriyya  is 
because  the  first  group  of  Kharijites  emerged  from  the  area  of 


1 Ibn  Taymiyya,  Majmu  a al-fatawa,  7:481. 

1 Ibid.,  19:72-73. 
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Harura  in  the  days  of  cAli’s  caliphate.  Shabbir  Ahmad  ‘Uthmani 
said: 


cjlJlUJl  jl>  J. p tjjilt  jp  uL£k^  0 JPwLUfl 

IjptLi  4j^  c)Uip  Ojlil  SjL*i  IjJSsj!  J-at  j4*j  lM 

^ tp'jSi'  1^4!  JUq  6lS$  t33Ju  ^ 5u1p  ,Jlp 

t<ua  aljiJl  jIp  ^jIp  OTjiJt  OjJjIsj  IjjlS”  ^|ii  *||l 
^jlp  Oliip  J»3  lils  t3di  jlpj  AAjJt  ^ OjAkipjJ 

<tbl3  ^isl;  cs^  ^!  'jAaipij  jjiJ  Oliip  _jis" Ijaipplj 

• (^jtj^  'jjUpj  &£*?*•  4j^jpi  'jjioli)  . Ji^Jl  JaI  j/t 


The  Prophet’s  statement  regarding  ‘the  Haruriyya’ 
is  regarding  the  Kharijites,  which  is  from  the  word 
‘ kbarija ’,  which  means  ‘those  who  went  out’.  They  are 
a folk  from  the  blameworthy  innovators  and  were  given 
that  name  because  of  their  separation  from  the  religion 
and  the  best  of  the  Muslims.  The  start  of  all  this  lies 
with  some  of  the  people  of  Iraq  who  objected  to  the 
behaviour  of  some  of  TJthman’s  relatives  [who  were  in 
power],  so  as  a result  they  defamed  TJthman.  They  used 
to  be  called  ‘the  reciters’  because  of  their  dedication  to 
recitation  and  worship;  however,  they  would  incorrectly 
interpret  the  Qur’an,  force  others  to  adopt  their  views 
and  go  to  extremes  in  asceticism,  humility  and  so  on. 
So  after  ‘Uthman  was  killed  they  fought  alongside  cAll, 
believing  that  ‘Uthman  and  those  who  followed  him  were 
disbelievers.  They  believed  in  the  imamate  of  ‘All  and 
held  that  those  who  fought  against  him  during  the  Battle 
of  al-Jamal  were  disbelievers.  However,  when  he  chose 
arbitration,  they  censured  him  and  left  him  at  Siffln  and 
became  secessionists  [Kharijites].1 


1 Shabbir  Ahmad  TJthmam,  Fatb  al-Mulhim,  5:158. 
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yj\yr  y 'jidAs  . . . y IjjlS'  < iuiUj 

L-LIp  JULs  Uj  i'jj  jp-  4g-b  : JliL3  . dj  d ' : upCw<J ' 


U Jlsi  jiSjjali  Vj  j-?  Vj  qr!  (*£*A*j  V O' 

. . . tjJ'iiSl;  lj AOxy-t  of  t'iU~3 

j*J  . . . c^-j^AcJb  ala? jJ  <uOjLi  04**^  ^Ip 

^ IjliiLS  . . . t<dA'J  <dUj  <UJ  j*Aaju*i  Uii*j  *il  ^ O'  ^^ip 

j*  Or?  (*^ 


They  were  eight  thousand  in  number,  although  it  was 
said  that  they  were  over  ten  thousand.  . . . [When  ‘All 
was  making  an  address]  they  issued  calls  from  around  the 
mosque,  saying,  ‘There  is  no  judgement  but  for  God’.  ‘All 
said,  ‘A  true  word  by  which  falsehood  is  intended’.  He 
also  said  to  them,  ‘There  are  three  rights  you  have  over 
us:  that  we  do  not  prevent  you  from  the  mosques,  that  we 
do  not  withhold  from  you  your  provision  from  the  fay 1 
(spoils  acquired  without  fighting),  and  that  we  do  not 
initiate  fighting  against  you  so  long  as  you  do  not  spread 
corruption’.  They  seceded,  bit  by  bit,  until  they  gathered  in 
Mada’in  . . . and  they  began  withholding  obedience  [from 
‘All,  saying  they  would  continue]  until  ‘All  confessed  to 
disbelief  for  having  preferred  arbitration.  . . . Then  they 
concurred  amongst  themselves  that  whoever  does  not 
believe  as  they  do  is  to  be  declared  a disbeliever  whose 
blood,  wealth  and  family  are  lawful.  . . . Then  they  killed 
any  of  the  Muslims  who  passed  their  way.1 


alp  j&A  OlS”  Jy-  'Qs-  4iV>  ^ Jj'  'Aa 

asilp  .£§>.  IJs-  O'  A*J  .£§>.  dip  JoS  c^AJ'  y qr^qjt 
y aUptj  tlH  (J'jdl)  UiLjf  • • • 

j^3  y q ' Uiiaad  ^ip  aUpo  i'jj  t j^lp 


1 Ibid. 
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jP  J*  Xtsfi\  jJj 

'■~i'y*f  S^o'  Ais  tjits  j*J  d\j  tljili  OlS" OJ  Jlll\ 

3ji  SAP  :“cWULi!l”  J jj ..a ; a jjl  Jl3  .jilSdt  (pkAiP 

. A3 jB  0 jJJ*P 

This  is  a synopsis  of  their  origin.  They  were  concealed 
within  the  ranks  during  the  caliphate  of  cAll  J^,  until  cAbd 
al-Rahman  b.  Muljam  killed  cAll  after  having  approached 
him  during  the  Dawn  Prayer.  . . . During  that  time  the 
Kharijites  emerged  from  Iraq  with  Nafic  b.  al-Azraq,  and 
in  Yamama  with  Najda  b.  cAmir,  and  Najda  had  added 
a belief  not  held  by  the  other  Kharijites,  namely  that  the 
one  who  does  not  march  out  and  wage  war  against  the 
Muslims  is  himself  a disbeliever — even  if  he  held  the  belief 
of  the  Kharijites.  They  imputed  disbelief  upon  those  who 
neglected  to  enjoin  the  good  and  forbid  the  evil — if  they 
were  able  to  do  so  and  still  neglected  it.  And  if  they  were 
unable,  it  was  believed  that  they  committed  a grave  sin, 
and  according  to  them,  the  one  who  commits  a major 
sin  is  a disbeliever.  Abu  Mansur  al-Baghdadl  said  in  al- 
Maqdlat,  ‘The  factions  of  the  Kharijites  are  over  twenty 
in  number’.1 


13.9  The  Psychological  Traits  ol  the  Kharijites 

Commenting  on  the  Kharijites  and  their  activities,  Imam  Ibn  al- 
Athlr  wrote: 


A~P  Jjw  J lj  Ua*j  'giS  ^jljAJl  01  p 

p L Jll Jl  J J%.  JJj  Ciljl  J pfcjasxb 

Jakj  ^1  jl  JlO^Jl  yj  J&*-!  J\  Sjjlil  ill  ‘jfi  C : Jli 

Jjp»  p £JiJl  tip  jjll  jJtTiJt  oTa 

<Ull  tjl~  ilij^l  Ig _3  3aL  ^1  C Jlii 


1 Ibid. 
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IgJ \jils  .JpJl  Jjil 

. Igjliw  l £ij» 


Then  the  Kharijites  joined  forces  and  gathered  in  the  home 
of  cAbd  Allah  b.  Wahb  al-Rasibl,  where  he  addressed 
them  and  encouraged  them  to  abstain  from  the  delights 
of  the  world  and  to  enjoin  the  good  and  to  forbid  the 
evil.  Then  he  said,  ‘Leave  with  us  and  let  us  abandon  this 
city  of  oppressors  and  head  for  the  mountains  or  some  of 
the  other  cities,  while  detesting  these  blameworthy  and 
misguided  innovations’.  Then  they  gathered  in  the  house 
of  Shurayh  b.  Awfa  al-cAbasI.  Ibn  Wahb  said,  addressing 
the  gathering,  ‘Let  us  come  together  and  head  for  a land 
where  we  will  carry  out  the  law  of  God,  for  you  are  the 
people  of  the  truth’.  Shurayh  said,  ‘We  would  go  to  the 
various  towns,  enter  them  and  expel  their  inhabitants’.1 


One  particularly  heinous  event  occured  when  the  Kharijites 
brutally  slaughtered  cAbd  Allah  b.  Khabbab  and  his  wife  for 
refusing  to  declare  ‘Uthman  and  cAll  disbelievers.  Imam  al-Tabari, 
Ibn  al-Athlr  and  Ibn  Kathlr  narrated: 


■ OjJj  IjLjJ  ‘ IjJiLi  ?4ill  OjAsi 


They  put  him  on  the  ground  and  slaughtered  him,  causing 
his  blood  to  flow  into  the  water.  Then  they  advanced 
towards  his  wife  and  she  said,  ‘I  am  a woman!  Do  you  not 
fear  God?’  Then,  they  sliced  open  her  stomach  and  killed 
three  other  women  from  Tay1  [because  they  sympathized 
with  her].2 


When  ‘All  learnt  about  the  murder  of  cAbd  Allah  b.  Khabbab, 
he  dispatched  al-Harith  b.  Murra  al-cAbdl  to  the  Kharijites  to 
investigate  the  incident.  When  he  reached  the  Kharijites  and  asked 

1 Ibn  al-Athlr,  al-Kamil  fl  al-tarTkh,  3:213-214. 

2 Ibid.,  3:219,  7:288;  al-Tabari,  Tankb  al-umam  wa  al-muluk,  3:119. 

Screen  View  Only — Click  to  get  a hard  copy:  http://www.MinhajPublications.com 


288  I FATWA  on  Terrorism  and  Suicide  Bombings 


why  they  murdered  cAbd  Allah,  they  killed  him  as  well. 

Ibn  Kathlr  mentioned  that  after  this,  the  Kharijites  wrote  to 
‘All,  saying, 


f,  ^ s & ^ 0 ^ » s 


‘All  of  us  have  killed  your  brothers,  and  we  believe  that 
both  their  blood  and  your  blood  are  lawful’.1 


When  cAh  dispatched  Qays  b.  Sacd  b.  cUbada  al-Ansari  to  go 
and  negotiate  with  the  Kharijites,  he  addressed  them,  saying, 

. . . c£dh  y>*j\  ^ ddlik  ddij  tdftl  Jldp 

. d ' <*Lo  b LwLL^  ’ 1 ^ . r - v' ' 1 ^ v i Sj, 


‘O  servants  of  God!  Hand  over  those  of  you  whom 
we  want,  and  obey  the  authority  of  the  state  that  you 
have  challenged.  . . . For  indeed,  you  have  committed  a 
grievous  crime;  you  accuse  us  of  polytheism  and  shed  the 
blood  of  the  Muslims’.2 


Similarly,  as  ‘All’s  representative,  Abu  Ayyub  al-Ansan  also  tried 
to  convince  the  Kharijites.  He  said, 


^ . ij  l___'  Cl .. .1  c I g ‘\s-  dS^^Ji  djy  U! 


‘O  servants  of  God!  Certainly,  we  and  you  are  in  the 
same  state  as  we  were  before.  There  is  no  hostility  as  such 
between  you  and  us,  so  why  do  you  fight  against  us?’3 


Their  terrorist  and  rebellious  state  of  mind  is  also  revealed  in  the 
address  ‘All  made  to  the  Kharijites: 

^ & j»dGdd>l  bj.*..eSj  tdsPld?-  dJdi  Ojlwddo  dJ 

pzkzi  j!  <U1IJ  t j^J  \jjt  jt  OjjjwsJ  bye < jcl*j 


1 Ibn  Kathlr,  al-Bidaya  wa  al-nihaya,  7:288-289. 

2 Ibn  al-Athlr,  al-Kamil  ft  al-tarTkh,  3:219. 

3 Ibid. 
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,j»l Yf-  ill  oIp  Igili  J&\  ill  -up  Sij-Ura  tJL» 


‘Explain  to  us:  by  what  justification  do  you  declare  it 
lawful  to  kill  us  and  rebel  against  the  authority  of  the 
state  and  take  up  arms?  And  then  you  go  out  and  slay 
people!  Indeed,  this  is  most  surely  a clear  loss.  I swear 
by  God,  it  would  be  seen  as  grievous  in  the  sight  of  God 
that  you  even  kill  a chicken  with  this  intention,  so  what 
about  a harmless  soul  that  is  considered  inviolable  in  His 
sight?’1 


When  cAh  Jjj  presented  the  banner  of  peace  to  Abu  Ayyub  al- 
Ansarl  jgj.,  he  went  out  and  said, 

(*Jj  jS'jl'  '--Aj  'ster  j* 

‘Whoever  takes  refuge  under  this  banner  is  safe;  whoever 
abstains  from  fighting  and  killing  will  be  safe;  and 
whoever  amongst  you  heads  to  Kufa  or  to  the  other  towns 
and  abandons  this  group  is  safe’.2 


These  citations  clearly  show  that  the  Kharijites  declared  the 
Prophet’s  Companions  and  the  common  Muslims  disbelievers  and 
polytheists  and  considered  it  not  only  lawful  to  kill  them,  but 
religiously  mandated. 


13.10  How  the  Kharijites  Roused  Religious  Sentiments 

The  Kharijites  would  base  their  call  for  religion  on  the  Qur’an. 
Expressing  their  religious  zealotry,  they  would  rouse  extremist 
sentiments  in  some  of  the  hapless  and  ignorant  Muslims,  and 
misinterpreting  jihad,  they  would  incite  them  to  commit  mass 
murder.  To  motivate  them  further,  they  would  mention  the 
rewards  of  Paradise,  so  as  to  mentally  prepare  their  followers  to 


1 Ibn  al-Athir,  al-Kamil  ft  al-tankb,  3:220;  Ibn  Kathir,  al-Bidaya  iva  al-nihaya, 
7:226. 

2 Ibn  al-Athir,  al-Kamil  fl  al-tankh,  3:221. 
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kill  and  be  killed.  Ibn  Kathir  recounted  a sermon  delivered  to  the 
Kharijites  by  one  Zayd  b.  Hisn  al-Ta’I  al-SanbasI. 


jiV'  A Jj  Jjj  C-l)  ^ U2j'  'j 

a!_j3  cjTjiJl  jfi  OUT  t Jt- 

^jSJ  JpJl)  j-ildt  jl)  ^ <uLl?-  dilll*?-  UJ 

jk*  di-Jjts  aIS'  jjj'  Uj  p :^Ui  iljJj  tf(<d!T  diUals 

A^Alj  : Jl3  j*j  .OjiL«>Uh  OyilllaJt  UsA*j 

IjiuSI  AS  uJls  Jjd  Jjd 

d Jul  3^3  ^5^  d'j  c Jjiit 

^3  d^3j  t^Ujl  ^ip  ' ^ip  ijPj?"  p t^ydAjl  j*j  All  Jp 

(*dj5  Ol3  ^Usj  Jp-  'jjjAs'j  -piP 

3 j*iis3  OtJ  tS^ab  0^?^'  ^ otjj  pty  US'alll  jjjidj 

.Au^-j  Alt  d'j-isj  j~Ailt  ^A&Sl 


They  also  gathered  in  the  house  of  Zayd  b.  Hisn  al-Ta’I  al- 
Sanbasi.  He  addressed  them  and  encouraged  them  to  enjoin 
the  good  and  forbid  the  evil.  He  recited  to  them  some  select 
verses  from  the  Qur’an,  such  as  the  statement  of  the  Most 
High,  ‘O  David!  Indeed,  We  have  made  you  a vicegerent 
on  the  earth,  so  judge  between  people  with  truth  and  do 
not  follow  vain  desires,  lest  they  lead  you  astray  from  the 
path  of  God ’ [Qur’an  38:36],  and  His  statement,  ‘And 
whoever  does  not  judge  by  what  God  has  revealed,  then 
they  are  the  disbelievers’ . He  went  on  to  recite  the  similar 
verses  that  mention  ‘ they  are  the  oppressors’  and  ‘they  are 
the  corrupt’ . Then  he  said,  ‘I  call  the  people  of  our  call  and 
qibla  to  bear  witness  that  they  [cAll  and  the  community] 
have  followed  vain  desires  and  cast  the  ruling  of  the  Book 
]Qur’an]  aside  and  acted  unjustly  in  their  words  and  deeds. 
And  I call  you  to  bear  witness  that  it  is  incumbent  upon 
the  believers  to  wage  jihad  against  them’.  Upon  hearing 
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this,  a man  amongst  them  by  the  name  of  cAbd  Allah  b. 
Sakhbara  al-Sulaml  began  to  weep,  then  he  [Zayd  b.  Hisn] 
started  to  rouse  them  to  revolt  and  said,  ‘Strike  their  faces 
and  sides  with  swords  until  the  Most  Compassionate  and 
Merciful  is  obeyed.  If  you  are  victorious  and  God  is  obeyed 
as  you  wish,  He  will  reward  you  with  the  recompense  of 
those  who  obey  Him  and  act  upon  His  commands.  And  if 
you  are  killed,  then  what  could  be  better  than  God’s  good 
pleasure  and  Paradise?’1 


If  we  analyse  the  methodology  and  activities  of  modern-day 
terrorists,  we  see  that  they  are  mentally  immature,  young  and 
brainwashed,  and  have  the  same  modus  operandi  as  the  Kharijites 
of  old.  Their  warped  view  of  Islam  is  plain  to  see;  on  the  one 
hand  they  are  very  devout  in  their  worship,  and  on  the  other  hand 
they  have  no  compunction  in  killing  peaceful  Muslims.  Ibn  Kathlr 
reported  that  once  the  branch  of  a date  palm  fell  during  a journey 
and  one  of  the  Kharijites  picked  up  a date  from  it  and  put  it  in 
his  mouth.  A fellow  Kharijite  objected  and  reminded  him  that  he 
did  not  have  the  owner’s  permission.  Immediately,  the  man  spit  it 
out.2 

Similarly,  Imam  Ibn  al-Athlr  related  that  once,  when  a pig 
owned  by  one  of  the  non-Muslim  citizens  passed  by  a member 
of  the  Kharijites,  he  killed  it  with  his  sword.  A fellow  Kharijite 
condemned  him  for  killing  it,  and  when  its  owner  came,  he  begged 
his  pardon,  paid  its  price  and  made  the  man  happy.3 

Look  at  the  apparent  religiosity  of  the  Kharijites  on  the  one 
hand  and  their  terrorism,  barbarism  and  ruthlessness  on  the  other. 
Ibn  Kathlr  reported, 


^ ^ ^ £ y ^ ^ y y y ^ y & ^ ' 

tOjAidi  dip  fjd-d  'La 

°jA  \jjs  lib  tlaujj  *$1 

O'  dial  Jill)  Ijiiiilj  ^LiJl  Ijlaj  01  1 


1 Ibn  Kathlr,  al-Bidaya  wa  al-nihaya,  7:286. 

2 Ibid.,  7:288. 

3 Ibn  al-Athlr,  al-Kamil  fl  al-tankh,  3:218. 
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j^Sl'  ^ U*«2  , ; b t-jj  5jUp  ^jj  -t*_o  <jj  ^~~3  (*^J]  .j^SiUjJ 
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So  along  with  this,  they  brought  cAbd  Allah  b.  Khabbab 
forward  and  slaughtered  him.  Then  they  approached  his 
wife  and  she  said,  ‘I  am  pregnant;  do  you  not  fear  God?’ 
Then  they  slaughtered  her  and  sliced  open  her  stomach 
and  killed  her  unborn  child.  When  news  of  their  deed 
reached  people,  they  were  afraid;  if  they  went  to  the 
Levant  to  fight  them  they  would  leave  their  wives  and 
children  at  risk  of  suffering  the  same  fate.  They  were 
afraid  for  their  families  and  suggested  to  cAll  that  he 
should  first  fight  them,  and  then  go  confront  the  people 
of  the  Levant  after  he  is  done  with  them;  that  way,  the 
people  will  be  safe  from  their  evil.  There  was  a unanimous 
opinion  that  fighting  them  was  the  best  course,  and  that 
was  a tremendous  good  for  both  them  and  the  people 
of  the  Levant.  cAll  dispatched  a messenger  to  them, 
one  Harith  b.  Murra  al-cAbdl,  and  said  to  him,  ‘Keep 
me  well-informed  about  them  and  write  to  me’.  When 
Harith  reached  them  they  killed  him  and  did  not  even 
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give  him  a chance  to  speak.  When  news  of  this  reached 
‘All,  he  was  resolute  in  his  decision  to  fight  them  first 
before  the  people  of  the  Levant.  The  Kharijites  soon  sent 
him  a message,  saying,  ‘All  of  us  killed  your  brothers  and 
we  declare  lawful  their  blood  and  yours’.  Qays  b.  Sacd 
b.  ‘Ubada  went  to  them  and  exhorted  them,  denouncing 
them  for  their  grievous  crime,  but  it  was  of  no  avail. 
Similarly,  Abu  Ayyub  al-Ansarl  went  to  them,  as  did  the 
Commander  of  the  Faithful,  ‘All  b.  Abl  Talib,  who  said 
to  them,  ‘Your  vain  desires  have  made  pleasing  to  you 
that  for  which  you  kill  the  Muslims!  I swear  by  God,  it 
would  be  seen  as  grievous  in  the  sight  of  God  that  you 
even  kill  a chicken  with  this  intention,  so  what  about  the 
blood  of  the  Muslims?’1 

These  historical  records  prove  that  the  Kharijites  considered 
blood  a cheap  commodity.  They  had  no  reservations  about  killing 
people  and  cared  not  one  iota  for  those  who  were  brought  up  with 
the  Prophet’s  spiritual  training. 

Since  the  Prophet  made  it  categorically  clear  that  these 
people  would  continue  to  emerge,  time  and  time  again,  it  is  easy 
to  recognize  the  modern-day  Kharijites,  for  they  share  the  same 
traits  of  those  of  old.  They  too  shed  the  blood  of  people;  they 
too  brutally  slaughter  women  and  children  and  challenge  the 
authority  of  the  state;  they  too  attack  mosques,  murder  peaceful 
people  engaged  in  worship  and  target  them  in  the  marketplaces; 
and  they  too  call  their  dastardly  deeds  jihad.  All  the  current  acts 
of  terrorism  committed  by  the  so-called  ‘ Mujahidun ’ are  but  a 
continuation  of  the  Kharijite  doctrine  and  ideology. 

1 3. 1 1 The  Blameworthy  Religious  Innovations  of  the 
Kharijites 

From  the  previous  sections  we  learnt  that  the  Kharijites  held  many 
baseless  positions  and  added  numerous  heretical  innovations  in 
the  religion.  They  would  give  self-made  interpretations  of  the 


1 Ibn  Kathir,  al-Bidaya  wa  al-nihaya,  7:288. 
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Qur’an  and  hadith  and,  on  that  basis,  declare  lawful  the  blood 
of  Muslims.  The  Prophet  foretold  many  of  their  innovations. 
He  foretold  that  they  would  kill  the  Muslims  and  spare  the 
idolaters;1  he  stated  that  they  would  consider  it  lawful  to  murder 
non-Muslim  minorities;2  he  said  that  they  would  be  extreme  in 
worship;3  he  informed  us  that  they  would  declare  the  perpetrators 
of  enormities  as  permanent  residents  of  Hell  and  hold  that  their 
lives  and  properties  are  lawful;  he  said  that  they  would  believe 
that  the  one  who  disobeys  the  Qur’an  in  his  practice  and  opinion 
is  a disbeliever;  and  finally,  he  foretold  that  they  would  believe  it 
is  obligatory  to  revolt  and  rebel  against  oppressive  and  corrupt 
governments.4  Ibn  Umar  mentioned  that  they  would  take  the 
Qur’anic  verses  revealed  about  the  disbelievers  and  apply  them  to 
the  believers.5 

Early  history  reveals  that  the  Kharijites  were  so  extreme  in 
their  beliefs,  ideologies  and  innovations  that  they  even  regarded 
the  Prophet’s  Companions  as  disbelievers.  Imam  al-Shahrastanl 
writes  in  al-Milal  wa  al-nihal  that  Ziyad  b.  Umayya  asked  the 
Kharijite,  cUrwa  b.  Udayya  [or  Udhayna],  ‘What  do  you  think  of 
Abu  Bakr  and  ‘Umar?’  He  said,  ‘They  were  good’.  Then  he  asked 
about  ‘Uthman.  He  said,  ‘I  took  him  as  my  friend  in  the  first  six 
years  of  his  caliphate,  but  when  he  introduced  new  things  and 
made  innovations,  I stepped  aside,  because  he  disbelieved  in  the 
end’.  Then  he  asked  about  ‘All.  He  replied,  ‘He  too  was  good  in 
the  beginning,  but  when  he  initiated  arbitration,  he  turned  into 
a disbeliever.  So,  I got  away  from  him  too’.  And  when  he  asked 

1 Ibid.,  Kitab  al-tawhld  [The  Book  of  Divine  Unity],  chapter:  ‘God’s  saying, 
“The  angels  and  the  Spirit  Ascend  to  Him [Qur’an  70:4],  6:2702  §6995. 

2 Narrated  by  al-Hakim  in  al-Mustadrak,  2:166  §2657. 

3 Narrated  by  Abu  Ya‘la  in  al-Musnad,  1:90  §90. 

4 ‘Abd  al-Qahir  al-Baghdadl,  al-Farq  bayn  al-firaq,  p.  73;  Ibn  Taymiyya, 
Majmu  a al-fatawa,  13:31. 

5 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  istitaba  al-murtaddin  wa  al- 
mu'anidin  wa  qitalihim  [The  Book  on  Demanding  the  Repentance  of  the 
Apostates  and  Reprobates,  and  Fighting  Them],  chapter:  ‘On  Fighting  the 
Kharijites  and  the  Heretics  after  Establishing  the  Evidence  against  Them’, 
6:2539. 
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about  Mucawiya,  he  reviled  and  condemned  him  as  well.1  Imam 
al-Shahrastam  also  commented  that  the  Kharijites  used  to  declare 
the  Muslims  disbelievers,  including  the  eminent  Companions  such 
as  cUthman,  Talha,  Zubayr,  cA’isha  and  cAbd  Allah  b.  ‘Abbas  J|t.2 


13.12  The  Research  of  Imam  Abu  Bakr  al-Ajurri 

Imam  Abu  Bakr  al-Ajurr!  wrote  about  the  Kharijites  in  his  book 
Kitab  al-sharfa  and  penned  a chapter  called,  ‘On  the  Condemnation 
of  the  Kharijites  and  Their  Evil  Way,  and  the  Permissibility  of 
Killing  them,  and  the  Reward  for  the  One  Who  Either  Kills  them 
or  is  Killed  By  Them’.  He  stated, 

<dJ  SUaP  is-jLi  <1)1  jlii*]'  lAAu  -%J 

A^'  ^li  ‘(*41  A'2*  A 

dTjiil  OjJjlU  j»ji  p&H  ‘(*A  j-Jj  < Al*h  A 

A dAAu  <. <1)33-4-^.  u 

,t  g«.i  aj  ijuAd'  iulsdi 

jii2  a A^  Ai  < AAj*^'  a^*^'  ®a*J'  jk® 

OjUcLl jJ  jjifth  A2  jj^Avi  A"3  <2~a*Li!'  'T&  OAj'jA 

A^  A3  A A Jj-U  44^  A*  (*4A  A^  9A  JJ'i  • AA*~^'  A* 

ui  b J \jl3  L4j'A^db  A3  -:/§/ 

^jST  A ^1  dbf3 

tfjCe  3Ao  ^ bUtAj  'T»  O'  abbta!'  <uLp  A^'j  ‘<da3  A 

.siojh  A f4^~i'  <334;  bai" A^l'  A dyiA^  ‘i*4^3a  A ‘(*4^*^  A 

34C3  a A4®  Au  ‘(*A^  jA  A 3A  A'i 

A*i'  'jjA’lj  'AA'J  A lAA"  <-AJj  Aj  ^4-<!  A .fljJtai  Ji 


1 Al-Shahrastam,  al-Milal  wa  al-nihal,  1:118. 

2 Ibid.,  1:121. 
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Cy.  '_J-EaS  tiljAi!'  tj^.A3  4 t— SjjkiJl; 

^jiib  <1M  ^9  <Lj.XiJl  ^9  OlS" tj0>  4J1I  4J J^3  *A3j 
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<0  ^s  c ji^s  l4jLw»j  AP144  ^^3  ^y^y 
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.^jljAJl  CJSAi  <LA*b  Ol£" lit  ^ dpliJ! 


All  the  scholars  of  the  past  and  the  present  agree  that  the 
Kharijites  are  an  evil  folk  who  disobey  God,  the  Exalted 
and  Sublime,  and  His  Messenger  0 — even  if  they  pray  and 
fast  and  strive  in  worship.  None  of  that  will  avail  them, 
despite  their  show  of  enjoining  the  good  and  forbidding  the 
evil.  That  is  because  they  interpret  the  Qur’an  according 
to  their  vain  desires  and  pass  it  off  on  the  Muslims.  God, 
the  Exalted  and  Sublime,  the  Prophet  0 and  the  Rightly 
Guided  Caliphs  after  the  Prophet  0 warned  us  of  them, 
as  did  the  Companions  and  those  who  followed  them  in 
excellence — may  God  have  mercy  upon  them. 

The  Kharijites  are  a vile  and  despicable  folk,  as  are  the 
other  sects  that  adhere  to  their  doctrine  and  inherit  their 
way,  from  those  of  the  past  to  the  present  day.  They  revolt 
against  the  governments  and  declare  lawful  the  murder 
of  Muslims.  The  first  of  them  to  appear  was  during  the 
time  of  the  Messenger  of  God,  and  he  was  a man  who 
accused  the  Prophet  0 of  injustice  as  he  apportioned  the 
war  booty  at  Jacrana.  He  said,  ‘O  Muhammad!  Be  just, 
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for  I don’t  think  you  are  acting  fairly’.  So  the  Messenger 
of  God  H replied,  ‘Woe  to  you!  Who  will  be  just  if  I am 
not  just?’  ‘Umar  wanted  to  kill  him  but  the  Prophet 
forbade  him  and  said,  ‘Leave  him,  for  he  has  compatriots. 

You  will  belittle  your  prayers  and  fasting  in  comparison 
to  theirs,  but  they  shall  pass  through  the  religion  just  as 
an  arrow  passes  through  a hunted  game’. 

In  several  hadith  reports  the  Prophet  ordered  that 
they  be  fought,  and  explained  the  virtue  of  the  one  who 
either  kills  or  is  killed  by  them.  After  their  appearance 
they  abandoned  the  various  cities  and  gathered  together, 
enjoining  the  good  and  forbidding  the  evil,  until  they 
reached  Medina  and  killed  ‘Uthman  b.  ‘Affan  JC  The 
Prophet’s  Companions  who  were  in  Medina  tried  to 
prevent  ‘Uthman’s  murder  but  were  unsuccessful. 
Afterwards,  the  same  people  revolted  against  the 
Commander  of  the  Faithful,  ‘All  b.  Abl  Talib  JC  because 
they  were  displeased  with  his  judgement,  and  raised  their 
slogan,  ‘There  is  no  judgement  but  for  God’.  In  response, 

‘All  said,  ‘A  word  of  truth  by  which  falsehood  is  intended’. 
Then  ‘All  fought  against  them  and  God  honoured  him 
with  slaying  them.  The  Prophet  informed  us  about  the 
virtue  of  the  one  who  either  kills  them  or  is  killed  by 
them.  The  Companions  fought  alongside  ‘All,  and  as  a 
result,  ‘All’s  sword  against  the  Kharijites  became  a sword 
of  truth  until  the  Final  Flour. 

Therefore,  if  a Kharijite  revolts  against  the  government — 
whether  the  government  is  just  or  not — and  gathers  forces 
and  unsheathes  his  sword,  no  one  should  be  deceived  by 
his  efforts  in  reciting  the  Qur’an,  praying  lengthy  prayers, 
engaging  in  constant  fasts  or  his  uttering  of  fine  words 
regarding  Sacred  Knowledge,  since  his  doctrine  is  that  of 
the  Kharijites. 

Some  of  the  most  well-known  reports  about  the  Kharijites  were 
narrated  by  Imam  al-Ajurrl  in  his  chapter  about  the  reward  of 
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those  who  fight  agaisnt  them  and  either  kill  them  or  get  killed  by 
them.  cAbd  Allah  b.  Mascud  Tt  reported: 


y 0^  •<„  s S ° ' t S)  » » S ' ^ * s 

j*  UiT jji  jfi  b^yu 

.ill  dip  *JA  Csi  dts 


The  Messenger  of  God  0 said,  ‘At  the  end  of  time  there 
shall  appear  a folk,  young  in  age  and  foolish.  They  will 
utter  the  best  of  words  spoken  by  people,  but  they  shall 
pass  through  Islam  just  as  an  arrow  passes  through  a 
hunted  game.  Whoever  encounters  them  [during  war] 
should  kill  them,  for  killing  them  will  be  rewarded  by 
God’.1 


Abu  Umama  reported  that  the  Prophet  |i  said, 

‘Glad  tidings  of  Paradise  to  those  who  kill  them  or  are 
killed  by  them’.2 

Abu  Umama  JL  also  reported  that  the  Prophet  0>  said  thrice,  ‘They 
are  the  dogs  of  the  Hellfire;  they  are  the  dogs  of  the  Hellfire;  they 
are  the  dogs  of  the  Hellfire’.  Then  he  0>  said, 


1 Narrated  by  al-Bukhaninal-Sahlh:  Kitab  istitaba  al-murtaddln  wa  al-mucanidln 
iva  qitalibim  [The  Book  on  Demanding  the  Repentance  of  the  Apostates  and 
Reprobates,  and  Fighting  Them],  chapter:  ‘On  Fighting  the  Kharijites  and  the 
Heretics  after  Establishing  the  Evidence  against  Them’,  6:2539  §6531;  Muslim 
in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat],  chapter:  ‘The  Encouragement 
to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:746  §1066;  and  al-Tirmidhl  in  al-Sunan:  Kitab  al-fitan 
[The  Book  of  Tribulations],  chapter:  ‘Concerning  the  Trait  of  Renegades  [al- 
mariqa]’,  4:481  §2188.  After  having  narrated  this  tradition  in  al-Sunan , Imam 
al-Tirmidhl  said,  ‘This  tradition  is  reported  by  All,  Abu  SaTd  and  Abu  Dharr 
d|t,  and  it  is  a fine  sound  tradition’. 

2 Narrated  by  Abu  Dawud  in  al-Sunan:  Kitab  al-Sunna,  4:243  §4765;  Ahmad 
b.  Hanbal  in  al-Musnad,  3:224  §13362;  and  al-Hakim  in  al-Mustadrak,  2:161 
§2.649. 
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‘They  are  the  most  evil  of  those  slain  under  the  heavens, 
and  the  best  of  those  slain  are  the  ones  killed  by  them’.1 


cAh  JL  said, 


,<UUih  t j[2 


‘Wherever  you  encounter  them  [during  war],  slay  them, 
for  whoever  slays  them  will  be  granted  a reward  on  the 
Day  of  Resurrection’.1 


‘A’isha  ^ said, 

si  * 0 si  's'  0 - , > ^ 
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‘The  Messenger  of  God  |jl  mentioned  the  Kharijites  and 
said,  “They  are  the  worst  of  my  Umma  and  shall  be  killed 
by  the  best  of  my  Umma'” .’ 


1 Narrated  by  IbnMajahin  a/-S««i3w:  ‘Introduction’,  section:  ‘On  the  Kharijites’, 
1:62  §176;  and  al-Hakim  in  al-Mustadrak,  2:163  §2654. 

1 Narrated  by  al-Bukharl  in  al-Sahlh:  Kitab  istitaba  al-murtaddln  iva  al- 
muanidin  wa  qitalihim.  [The  Book  on  Demanding  the  Repentance  of  the 
Apostates  and  Reprobates,  and  Fighting  Them],  chapter:  ‘On  Fighting  the 
Kharijites  and  the  Heretics  after  Establishing  the  Evidence  against  Them’, 
6:2539  §6531;  and  Muslim  in  al-Sahlh : Kitab  al-Zakat  [The  Book  of  Zakat], 
chapter:  ‘The  Encouragement  to  Kill  the  Kharijites’,  2:746  §1066. 
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